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With Halloween coming up at the end of the month, we've got
a note about bats - the real ones, that don't suck blood but do
eat mosquitos and pollinate native plants - and what the Kerr
Center is doing on the ranch to help them help us.

First, though - and on a similar note - read what David
Redhage has to say about native plants and ecosystem
management.

Then, take in a new video showing how Kerr's organic farm
program uses a bed shaper to make raised beds in the fields.

Also, have a look at what one Oklahoma rancher did to keep
winter winds - and cattle - from eroding his pond dam and fouling the pond water.
 
Last but not least, don't miss a new SARE resource on season extension - and, as usual, tips 
on sustainable agriculture events coming up around the state, region, and nation.

As always, if you value our work, please also consider supporting it!
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President's Note: Native Plants and Ecosystem Management 
I recently attended the state meeting of
the Oklahoma Native Plant Society in
Medicine Park, Oklahoma.  We heard
talks on the management challenges in
the Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge. 
I spoke on native plants and native
pollinators. 

The most interesting part of the
meeting involved a presentation and
discussion about all the challenges
associated with managing ecosystems
in the presence of human influences.
We are part of the earth's ecosystem, so completely removing the human factor doesn't work. 

The 60,000-acre Wichita Wildlife refuge was fenced decades ago.  As a result, herbivores - 
represented by buffalo, elk, and longhorn cattle - are present year-round.  Historically this 
was probably not the case, since the area had no permanent water sources until man installed 
dams to create small lakes.  The herbivores probably migrated south to the Red River or north
to the Washita River during the dry seasons.  

Now, grazing occurs year-round.  Fire suppression has allowed scrub oak to cover areas 
previously consisting of grassland.  The refuge is home to the black-capped vireo (Vireo 
atricapilla), an endangered species which requires scrub oak at "doorknob height" to nest.  It 
abandons habitat with tall mature trees.  Some invasive non-native plants are also present.  

The refuge is surrounded by Fort Sill to the south, and residential areas and private land on 
other sides.  The lakes are used recreationally, and hikers and bikers also use the refuge.  
Don't forget the variable climate of the region, with periodic droughts.  

These are just a few of the issues, but it hopefully gives an idea how challenging management
can be under such pressures.  Do you manage for how the refuge existed prior to fencing?  
How do you safely reintroduce fire as a management tool?  Do you manage for all wildlife 
equally, or focus on the endangered species?  And lastly, how do all these decisions affect the 
native plant community?  The problem is establishing what the plant community looked like 
hundreds of years ago.  What were the dominant grasses and forbs?  Do all the same species 
currently exist, or have some been lost?

These same challenges exist in private land management today.....

Continue reading....
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http://www.oknativeplants.org/
http://kerrcenter.com/presidents-note-native-plants-ecosystem-management/


Bat Boxes 

Most people probably think of bats as
spooky bloodsuckers - especially in
October. 

However, many species of bats play
valuable roles in ecosystems - they can
be pollinators, and prey on insect
pests like mosquitos.

To make these furry winged friends
more welcome on the ranch, the Kerr
Center put up bat boxes. 

Little brown bats (Myotis lucifugus),
native to the ranch, normally roost
under tree bark. 

The bat box design used on the Kerr
Ranch features narrow slots that mimic
the tight space under the bark, and
screen wire to give the creatures a firm
foothold.
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http://kerrcenter.com/bat-boxes/
http://kerrcenter.com/bat-boxes/


New Video: Using a Bed Shaper

The latest addition to the Kerr Center's
collection of how-to videos features an
explanation and demonstration of how
to use a tractor-mounted bed shaper to
create raised beds in vegetable fields.

The technique is especially useful on
low-lying ground like the Cannon
Hort Plots, where raised beds dry out
sooner after rains, allowing for earlier
transplanting.

Watch the video...

Ranch Management Practices to Improve Water Quality 

Oklahoma rancher Tom Gunn wanted to reduce erosion
into and around one of his ponds, as well as reducing
the amount of cattle manure and urine that found its
way into the water, improving water quality.

To accomplish those goals, he implemented several
practices that can also be seen on the Kerr Ranch,
including:

• buffer strips
• permanent sod
• limited-access watering points.

This fact sheet describes the management practices that
Gunn implemented, the results that he achieved, and
the lessons learned along the way.
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http://kerrcenter.com/publication/ranch-management-practices-improve-water-quality/
http://kerrcenter.com/conservation/stream-pond-protection/
http://kerrcenter.com/conservation/stream-pond-protection/
http://kerrcenter.com/video/using-bed-shaper/
http://kerrcenter.com/video/using-bed-shaper/
http://kerrcenter.com/video/using-bed-shaper/
http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/library/how-to-videos/


High Tunnels and Other Season Extension Techniques 
(SARE) 

Spurred by enthusiasm and growing markets for
local agricultural products, farmers are increasing
the availability of their crops beyond the traditional
outdoor growing season.

Find out how with SARE's 
High Tunnels and Other Season Extension
Techniques, a collection of practical resources for
experienced growers and those who are new to
season extension. 

The brief is available free both online and in print.

Topics include structure types and construction,
cultivar selection, and management of fertility, pests,
water and temperature.

For more, don't miss the Kerr Center's own collection
of season extension resources. 
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http://kerrcenter.com/organic-farm/season-extension/
http://kerrcenter.com/organic-farm/season-extension/
http://kerrcenter.com/organic-farm/season-extension/
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Topic-Rooms/High-Tunnels-and-Other-Season-Extension-Techniques
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Topic-Rooms/High-Tunnels-and-Other-Season-Extension-Techniques


Fall Events: Soils & Sustainability  

The last of the "Plant ID for Soil
Health" workshops wrap up this week,
in Nowata (October 18) and Pawhuska
(October 19).  At week's end, there's the
Rural Economic Outlook Conference
in Stillwater (Oct. 21), and the Mother
Earth News Fair in Topeka (Oct. 22-23).
Finally, keep in mind that the 
application deadline for Southern
SARE producer grants is coming up in
a month (Nov. 18).

The Kerr Center's online events
calendar provides full details on these
and many other sustainable agriculture
goings-on all around the state and
region.  It also serves as a reminder for
the dates of monthly Kerr Center 
tours, which run all year round, every second Tuesday by appointment.  
 
Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up 
to date on these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar (Outlook, Google+, 
etc.) as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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http://kerrcenter.com/about/visit-tour-the-kerr-center/
http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/news-and-events/events/
http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/news-and-events/events/


Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or 
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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mailto:mailbox@kerrcenter.com
http://www.kerrcenter.com/
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kerr-Center-for-Sustainable-Agriculture/179959438245
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=uxgbu6dab&p=oi&m=1103726942964&sit=8stlqpnfb&f=445b0e15-26bf-465e-b0c3-2b3954cb31b2

