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In this issue:

This month we bid farewell to Jim Horne as an employee, and
welcome him back as board chairman.
It's already time to start the earliest crops for spring planting. We
share some resources to help keep that task on track.
We also have features on estimating available forage for managed
grazing, and on installing water bars to keep runoff from
damaging roads and polluting streams.
David Redhage has been on the road for the winter conference
circuit, but will be back again with a new president's note next
month.

Kerr Center Founding
President Jim Horne Retires
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Seed Starting Time!
Estimating Forage
Availability
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Late Winter Events: Native
Plants, Natural Resources,
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Agritourism

If you see something in this newsletter that you like, please consider supporting our work with a
donation.
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Kerr Center Founding President Jim Horne Retires after 45
Years
Jim Horne, Special Projects Director at the Kerr
Center for Sustainable Agriculture, retired Dec. 31
after a forty-five year career with the organization.
He was honored with a plaque at the trustees'
meeting in early December.
Horne first joined the Kerr Center, then known as
the Agricultural Division of the Kerr Foundation,
in 1972. As a consulting agricultural economist, he
worked as part of a team that helped eastern
Oklahoma farmers and ranchers to improve their
operations.
Within a decade, Horne had worked his way up to Vice President for Agriculture. He led the
Agricultural Division's transformation into the Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture in 1985.
In 1985, Horne also became President and CEO of the newly founded Kerr Center, a position which he
held through 2015. After stepping down as President, Horne continued on as Special Projects Director
at the Kerr Center, focusing on documenting and preserving the organization's history.
"I first met Jim when I interviewed for a job at the Kerr Center in 1993," says Kerr Center President
David Redhage. "Over the years I saw how Jim promoted and worked to advance sustainable
agriculture in Oklahoma and the rest of the country."
"I will miss the opportunity to visit with him about new issues and challenges in agriculture. Those
conversations have proven very insightful and helpful over the years. His decades of experience give
him a unique perspective on the direction sustainable agriculture is going. While he has retired, I do
expect him to drop by the office occasionally."
The plaque presented to Horne by the Kerr Center Board of Trustees read, "To Dr. James E. Horne on
the occasion of your retirement, the Board of Trustees of the Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
wish to express their sincere thanks and gratitude for 45 years of dedicated service. As founding
president of the Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture, your wisdom and commitment to sustainable
agriculture has been an inspiration to many people. It will be long remembered. Wishing you good
health and happiness in your retirement."
Following his retirement, Horne will remain involved with the Kerr Center as Chair of the Board of
Trustees.
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Seed Starting Time!
It's already time to start seed for the earliesttransplanted spring crops. To help you keep on
schedule, the Kerr Center Horticulture Library
offers two planting guides.
One is for an average last frost date of April 10,
while the other is a bit earlier, with an average last
frost date of March 26. (Both can easily be
adapted to other dates/locations.)
Both show, for a variety of vegetable crops:
- whether to transplant or direct seed,
- for transplants, days from indoor to outdoor
planting, and first and last dates for indoor starting,
- planting date relative to first frost date, and
- first and last dates for field planting.
For those needing a hand with the how as well as the when of starting seeds, the Kerr Center also offers
the presentation, Seeds, Seeding, and Growing Transplants, which walks through the entire process
from start to finish.

Estimating Forage Availability
Almost every Kerr Center livestock workshop
teaches the basics of estimating available forage
and figuring where to place temporary fences to
match the number of livestock with the amount
of forage available. These basic skills are
fundamental to successful managed grazing.
Forage estimation starts with a pasture transect.
As with soil sampling, this is simply a line
through a pasture that takes in a representative
sample of soil type and moisture, forage species,
etc.
Walk along the transect, stopping after a set number of paces. At each stop, randomly place a
sampling frame. (This can be accomplished by simply tossing the frame and letting wherever it
chances to fall be the sampling point.)
The sampling frame is a square 12 inches on a side. The Kerr Center's frame is welded from rebar for
durability, but an expedient version can be worked up from PVC or other materials.
Continue reading....
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Water Bars
Last month's newsletter mentioned the
installation of experimental water bars on some
of the roads around the Kerr Ranch.
Despite the sound of it, these are not swank joints
where thirsty loggers and ranch hands can stop
over to sample the waters of exotic streams - but
they do help keep such streams' waters clear and
unpolluted.
Water bars, in this sense of the term, are erosion
control structures, buried in the roadbed to divert
runoff rather than letting it cut long channels
straight down the road itself, scouring sediment to foul streams as it goes.
Here's a closer look at the recent installation of water bars on the Kerr Ranch.
Different materials can be used to construct water bars, depending on specific design circumstances as
well as local availability. Used mining belts are readily available in southeastern Oklahoma, so that's
what the Kerr Ranch used.
Continue reading....
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Late Winter Events: Native Plants, Natural Resources, Farmers
Markets, Agritourism
February has something to
offer just about everyone,
from the Oklahoma Native
Plant Society's Indoor
Outing in Norman on the
3rd, to the Association of
Conservation Districts
state meeting in Oklahoma
City on the 25th. In
between, there's also the
Natural Resources
Conference in Tulsa the
21st-23rd, and the Farmers
Market & Agritourism
Conference in Oklahoma
City on the 22nd.
The Kerr Center's online
events calendar provides
full details on these and
many other upcoming
sustainable agriculture events around the state and region. It also serves as a reminder for the dates of
monthly Kerr Center tours, which run all year round, every second Tuesday by appointment.
Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up to date on
these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar (Outlook, Google+, etc.) as
they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including Facebook,
Twitter, and Pinterest.
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Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in Oklahoma
and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help us continue this
vital work! If you enjoy reading this newsletter or visiting our website,
please consider making a gift to the Kerr Center today!

Quick Links...
Kerr Center website

Contact Information
The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com
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