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The start of school is just around the corner - and it's still hot as
blazes.  This month, we share some learning opportunities - as well
as tips on beating the heat.

David Redhage has word of a wealth of new educational resources
on sustainable agriculture - all free online.

Many new ranchers find themselves in the thick of things before
they're ready.  We share lessons our interns learned from a similar
experience setting up a rotational grazing system on the fly.

We also offer insights gleaned from our horticulture program about
how to make the most of irrigation in hot summer weather.

In addition, keep up to date on farmland loss (and what can be done to stop it), and look out for an 
upcoming workshop for beginning beekeepers.

We've recently received some generous donations to support our work - thank you!
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President's Note: Our Farms, Our Future

My note this month will be brief. All of the materials from the April
2018 SARE Our Farms, Our Future Conference are now available
online.

Quoting from SARE's press release:

"The three-day event featured over 35 different breakout sessions,
bringing close to 110 speakers together to share their diverse ideas
about the future of sustainable agriculture.

Now, all of the conference materials are online and available for free
to the public to allow everyone access to the resources and
perspectives shared at the event.

Didn't make it to the conference? Or maybe you attended but were
unable to see all of the sessions that you wanted? Now, you can:

• Browse the plenary session videos to listen as USDA leaders, agribusiness professionals and 
farmers discuss what their organizations are doing to create a sustainable future.

• View one (or all!) of the 60 breakout session videos covering topics ranging from soil health to 
the social impacts of sustainable agriculture.

• Learn from emerging researchers and scientists about their work in the fast-paced 
Sustainability in 180 Seconds program.

• Listen to the Our Farms, Our Future Podcast Series recorded at the conference, featuring new 
episodes every two weeks.

• Understand the research being conducted by SARE grantees across the country by seeing the 
projects that were featured in the poster session.

• Get inspired by learning about the farmers that hosted tours."  
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https://www.sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference/Farm-Tours
https://www.sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference/Posters
https://www.sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Podcast-Series
https://www.sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference/Sustainability-in-180-Seconds
https://www.sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference/Breakout-Sessions
https://www.sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference/Plenary-Sessions
https://www.sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference
https://www.sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference


Starting from Scratch: Multispecies Rotational Grazing in Three 
Months

Despite all the advice in seminars and books, few people
getting into farming do so in a planned, methodical way.
They suddenly inherit, or they jump on an opportunity too
good to pass up - whatever the circumstances, they find
themselves in the middle of things before they've had a
chance to get ready.

Who in that situation wouldn't jump at the chance to do a
risk-free trial run beforehand?

In 2012, livestock interns Rock Gremillion and Carrie
Shirley came about as close as possible to starting up a
new farm without actually having any skin in the game.  

They took charge of an underused, overgrown section of the Kerr Center ranch and got to work setting 
up a rotational multispecies grazing system on it.  The lessons that they learned should be valuable 
for anyone getting into small-scale livestock farming, even without the safety net of an internship.

Gremillion and Shirley found themselves dropped into the middle of a 50-acre section of the ranch that 
still had some residual wagon-wheel fencing set up from a project 20-some years before.  They had a 
herd of 30-odd animals, including both heifers and cow-calf pairs.  The season was far enough along - 
late May - that the existing growth was already abundant but starting to go rank.

The pair dived right in.  They addressed the forage situation by immediately setting up a thrice-daily 
rotation schedule.  That worked well enough that they were able to drop back to twice-a-day moves as 
the summer went on.  

Read more....

3

http://kerrcenter.com/starting-from-scratch-multispecies-rotational-grazing-in-three-months


Summer Irrigation in the Home & Market Garden 

In general, the Kerr Center horticulture program is pretty
sparing with irrigation.  When we do use water, we try to
work it so that a little goes a long way. 

In high summer, when crops are most in need of a drink
and water conservation is also most critical, conservation
practices stand out.

The most obvious trick for getting the most bang out of
your water bucket is to use drip irrigation.  Especially
when combined with mulching, this can keep harvests
going through hot and dry spells.

Drip irrigation also shows off its effectiveness in getting fall crops off to a good start before summer's 
heat starts to wane.

Sprinklers are normally in the forbidden zone from a water conservation standpoint, but even they can 
have their uses.  As Luke Freeman explained a few summers back,  "Though we don't normally 
irrigate with sprinklers, we've been putting sprinklers out on our sorghum-sudangrass cover crop to 
provide the soil moisture to keep it growing."

"This is an especially critical stage in the growth of our summer green fallow. The sorghum-sudangrass 
will regrow after it is grazed or mowed mid-season as long as there is enough moisture in the soil. And 
because we rely on this summer cover crop to provide a lot of biomass that becomes soil organic 
matter, we need that second growth out of the sorghum-sudangrass. Without the regrowth, we're 
missing out on soil fertility and weed suppression."

Read more (and see photos)....
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http://kerrcenter.com/stretching-every-drop-summer-irrigation-tips
https://kerrcenterdaytoday.wordpress.com/2012/07/10/horticulture-happenings-coping-with-the-heat-and-blister-beetles-29/
http://kerrcenter.com/gallery/watering-crop-drip-irrigation/


Farms Under Threat 

Earlier this summer, American Farmland Trust released the report,
"Farms Under Threat: The State of America's Farmland."  It
contains hard evidence that America's farmland is disappearing.

AFT's analysis shows that nearly twice the area of farmland was lost
than was previously known.  According to the report, between 1992
and 2012, the United States lost nearly 31 million acres of
farmland. That adds up to 175 acres an hour, or 3 acres per minute.

At that rate, an acre of farmland has been lost just in the time
since you started reading this article.

The report goes on to document how:
-    11 million of those acres were among the best farmland in the
nation-classified as the most productive, most versatile and most
resilient land
-    Development disproportionately occurred on agricultural lands, with 62 percent of all development 
occurring on farmland
-    Expanding urban areas accounted for 59 percent of the loss. Low-density residential development, 
or the building of houses on one- to 20-acre parcels, accounted for 41 percent.

"In less than one generation, the United States irreversibly lost nearly 11 million acres of the best land 
for food and crop production," the report states. "From 1992 to 2012, the United States converted 
10.928 million acres of land where soils, climate, growing seasons, and access to water combine to 
allow intensive food and crop production with the fewest environmental impacts."

"This is equivalent to losing 95 percent of California's Central Valley or 47 percent of the state of 
Indiana."

Read more....
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http://kerrcenter.com/farms-under-threat/
https://www.farmland.org/initiatives/farms-under-threat


Bee Keeping 101

If you missed the Kerr Center's beekeeping workshop
earlier this summer, the Kiamichi Technology Center's
Poteau campus is offering a second chance.

On September 13, from 6-8 PM, instructor Travis Hanks
will offer the workshop, "Bee Keeping 101" at Wister
High School.

The class is designed for absolute beginners; no previous
knowledge is required. Students will view a demonstration
hive to see how the honey bee lives, discuss different hive
designs, and gain practical information about how to set
up a first beehive.

Discussion topics include the following:
- Safety equipment: what is really needed
- Tools that are handy
- Hive components and their purpose
- Helpful tips

The topics are deliberately broad, as the questions and interest of the class determine the focus of the 
workshop.
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http://kerrcenter.com/event/bee-keeping-101/
http://kerrcenter.com/beekeeping-workshop-recap/


Late Summer Events: Plant ID, Stream Monitoring, Produce 
Safety, Soil Health...

Before August is out, you
can brush up on your plant
ID skills (Aug. 22, Nowata
County) and learn how to 
protect and monitor local
streams (Aug. 28, Lawton;
Aug. 29, Weatherford).  The
beginning of September
offers learning opportunities
ranging from produce
safety (Sep. 5, Barling, AR)
to soil health (Sep. 6,
OKC).  

The Kerr Center's online 
events calendar provides
full details on  these and
many other upcoming sustainable agriculture events around the state and region.  It also serves as a 
reminder for the dates of monthly Kerr Center tours, which run all year round, every second Tuesday 
by appointment.  
 
Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up to date on 
these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar (Outlook, Google+, etc.) as 
they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including Facebook, 
Twitter, and Pinterest.
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http://kerrcenter.com/about/visit-tour-the-kerr-center/
http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/news-and-events/events/


Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in Oklahoma 
and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help us continue this 
vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or visiting our website, 
please consider making a gift to the Kerr Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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mailto:mailbox@kerrcenter.com
http://www.kerrcenter.com/
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kerr-Center-for-Sustainable-Agriculture/179959438245
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=uxgbu6dab&p=oi&m=1103726942964&sit=8stlqpnfb&f=445b0e15-26bf-465e-b0c3-2b3954cb31b2

