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Spring is bursting at the seams, and so is the Kerr Center's lineup of 
educational events.  On May 9, find out how plastic mulch can help 
you give your crops a head start and keep down weeds - and how the 
state can help!  Then, learn how to plant with pollinators in mind at a 
June 6 workshop.  June also brings  a twilight tour of the Cannon 
Horticulture Plots (11th) and a workshop on pasture plant 
identification (25th).  As summer's heat and dryness crank up, see 
how we keep livestock watered all over the ranch at an evening 
workshop on July 11. 

For all events that require it, registration is available via the Kerr 
Center's online events calendar.  Pay electronically there with a credit 
card or PayPal, or download a registration form and send a check in 
the mail.

Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep 
yourself and your friends up to date on these and other upcoming 
events, including our our tours.  Please also consider supporting our 
work!
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http://kerrcenter.com/news-and-events/events/
http://kerrcenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/2015-Event-Registration-mail-in-form.pdf


Planting Through Plastic: Workshop May 9

Enjoy a spring afternoon in the lovely Poteau River Valley and learn about using plasticulture for 
vegetable production.

Plasticulture is a production method that combines plastic mulch with drip irrigation.  It can mature 
crops earlier and reduce weed pressure, while conserving water and reducing nutrient leaching.  It can 
also reduce soil compaction, while contributing to higher yields and better quality produce.

ODAFF Market Coordinator Micah Anderson, Kerr Center Horticulture Manager George Kuepper, 
and farmer Glynnis Coleman will demonstrate setting up a drip irrigation line and laying plastic 
mulch on the Kerr Center's Cannon Horticulture Plots. Get tips and see tools, and learn about the pros 
and cons of plastic mulch.  The program will include indoor presentations and outdoor demonstration.

Registration costs $25, and includes snacks and drinks.

Registration is due by April 24.  Space is limited, so register early to ensure a place. (Cancel by 
April 24 to receive a refund.)

Visit the online events calendar for registration and additional information.
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http://kerrcenter.com/event/plasticulture-workshop/


Spring Native Pollinator Workshop: June 6

This workshop will include general information about native pollinators and habitat as well as 
information specific to ecoregions in Oklahoma.

Anne Stine from the Xerces Society and the Kerr Center's David Redhage will cover topics including:
• pollinators and pollinator plants
• how to incorporate pollinator habitat into a home landscape, garden, ranch, or farm.
• beneficial insects in the garden and farm
• monarch butterflies: host and nectar plants. 

The program includes time outdoors to see pollinators and habitat on the Kerr Ranch and 
horticulture farm and in the office landscape.  Participants will receive educational resources including 
two books, Farming with Native Beneficial Insects and Farming for Bees, both from the Xerces 
Society, as well as other resources.

Registration costs $50 per person ($25 for spouse or child from the same family) and includes lunch, 
drinks, snacks, and books and other resources.

Registration is due by May 22.  Space is limited, so register early to ensure a place. (Cancel by 
May 22 to receive a refund.)  Visit the online events calendar for registration and additional 
information.  
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http://kerrcenter.com/event/native-pollinator-workshop/
http://kerrcenter.com/event/native-pollinator-workshop/


Twilight Horticulture Field Day: June 11

This free evening tour of the Kerr Center's certified organic Cannon Horticulture Project will be 
hosted by George Kuepper and David Redhage.

See what we have growing in our vegetable plots.

Learn the innovative methods we use to manage weeds organically and build soil health, including:
• mulch
• rotations
• cover crops
• other organic practices.

This is a free event, with refreshments provided; no registration is required.  We will be outside, 
walking on grass and possibly mud, so wear appropriate shoes, etc. For more information, visit the 
online events calendar.  

4

http://kerrcenter.com/event/horticulture-field-day/
http://kerrcenter.com/event/horticulture-field-day/


ID Those Pasture Plants! Workshop June 25

What's in your pasture?  This workshop offers hands-on experience identifying common pasture 
plants.

This is a free evening workshop with no registration required.

For more information, visit the online events calendar.
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http://kerrcenter.com/event/pasture-plant-identification-workshop/


Ranch Water Systems: Workshop July 11

Kerr Center livestock staff will present this Saturday afternoon and evening workshop, covering:

- riparian area management
- stabilized stream crossings
- livestock watering systems:

• gravity flow from ponds
• tractor-tire watering tanks
• portable watering systems.

The earlier, afternoon portion of the workshop will consist of indoor presentations, followed by a tour 
of the Kerr Center watering systems in the evening.

Amber Reese from Oklahoma's Cooperative Extension Service will talk about the results of a study of 
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water quality in different kinds of watering tanks, including tractor tires.

Registration costs $15 per person and includes sandwiches and drinks.

Registration is due by June 26. (Cancel by June 26 to receive a refund.)

For registration and more information, visit the online events calendar.

Stay in the Know! Online Events Calendar

One newsletter issue can't do justice to all the educational events coming up at the Kerr Center.  For 
more information on those featured above, as well as others later in the year covering feral hogs 
(August 27), elderberries (September 26), and rotational grazing (October 10), visit our online events 
calendar.   Also, don't miss our monthly tours! 

The calendar is updated constantly.  To keep up, subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your 
personal calendar (Outlook, Google+, etc.) as they are made.   
 
You can also share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest. If you see something that interests you, please share it with your 
friends and colleagues!
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http://kerrcenter.com/about/visit-tour-the-kerr-center/
http://kerrcenter.com/news-and-events/events/
http://kerrcenter.com/news-and-events/events/
http://kerrcenter.com/event/grazing-workshop/
http://kerrcenter.com/event/elderberry-workshop/
http://kerrcenter.com/event/feral-hog-management-workshop/
http://kerrcenter.com/event/water-quality-workshop/


Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in Oklahoma 
and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help us continue this 
vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or visiting our website, 
please consider making a gift to the Kerr Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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http://www.kerrcenter.com/
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kerr-Center-for-Sustainable-Agriculture/179959438245
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=uxgbu6dab&p=oi&m=1103726942964&sit=8stlqpnfb&f=445b0e15-26bf-465e-b0c3-2b3954cb31b2

