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Happy October!

We hope you'll share our pleasure at having been selected by
the Bellmon Awards program in recognition of our work with
pollinators.

With fall in full swing, we've wrapped up our last two
educational workshops of 2015 - one on elderberries, the other on grazing management.  
Summaries, materials, and photos from both are available free from our website.

As always, if you value our work, please also consider supporting it!
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Pollinator Program Wins Stewardship Award 

(l-r) Jim Horne, Maura McDermott, David Redhage

The Kerr Center's "Oklahoma Pollinator Preservation and Education Program" was honored 
on Sept. 17 with the 2015 Henry Bellmon Award for Environmental Stewardship.

Along with their spouses, Kerr Center President Jim Horne, Vice-President David Redhage, 
and Communications Director Maura McDermott attended the Bellmon Awards Dinner at 
Southern Hills Country Club in Tulsa.

Redhage, who created and manages the pollinator program, accepted the award.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jdUbwyBdho&feature=youtu.be
http://kerrcenter.com/conservation/native-plants-pollinators/


(l-r) Corey Williams of Sustainable Tulsa, David Redhage, and Jack Carney of Rotary Club of 
Southside Tulsa

The program is preserving and enhancing habitat for pollinators on the Center's 4,000-acre 
ranch and farm. The program also provides educational outreach to farmers, ranchers, and 
the general public through workshops, web pages, and publications, including the 
groundbreaking guidebook "Native Plants for Native Pollinators in Oklahoma."

The University of Tulsa's "Yellow Bike" program won the Quality of Life Award. The C3 
Consortium (OSU Institute of Technology, OSU-Oklahoma City, and Tulsa Community 
College) "Oklahoma Greenovation" training program received the Responsible Economic 
Growth Award.

American Airlines-Tulsa Wheel and Brake Center's Zero Landfill Project won the top honor, 
the 2015 Henry Bellmon Sustainability Award.

Sustainable Tulsa and the Tulsa Southside Rotary Club established the awards in 2010 with 
the goal of recognizing individuals, agencies, organizations or companies that dedicate 
themselves to a "balanced approach toward quality of life, responsible economic growth and 
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http://kerrcenter.com/publication/native-plants-for-pollinators/


environmental stewardship."

The evening program was hosted by Shae Rozzi, Fox 23 News anchor. She and co-anchor 
Clay Loney led the crowd in a rousing rendition of "Oklahoma!" Mayor Dewey Bartlett of 
Tulsa spoke about Senator Henry Bellmon.  Bellmon's daughter, Ann Denney, gave the 
invocation.

Kerr Center president Jim Horne was the winner of the inaugural Henry Bellmon Award in 
2010 for his many years of innovative leadership at the Kerr Center. That year he also was 
honored with the Quality of Life Award for Kerr Center initiatives that have focused on 
improving quality of life for Oklahomans through projects such as Farm to School.

Henry Bellmon was a two-term U.S. Senator and two-term Oklahoma governor. He was most 
noted as "a man of integrity and a nonconformist who did his homework and then voted his 
conscience regardless of party politics or popular opinion." He promoted soil conservation 
and was instrumental in the adoption of the Clean Water Act. He was known for his ability to 
reach "across the aisle" and build consensus.

Bellmon "never forgot his roots" and continued to raise cattle and farm at his home near 
Billings until his death in 2009.

View the Bellmon Awards' short video on the Kerr Center's pollinator program.

4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jdUbwyBdho&feature=youtu.be
http://kerrcenter.com/jim-horne/


Elderberry Workshop Recap

Missouri elderberry grower Terry Durham (r) discusses elderberry culture in the Cannon Horticulture
Plots elderberry planting.

Thirty people gathered at the Kerr Center on Saturday, September 26, for an in-depth look at 
all aspects of elderberries as an alternative crop, from propagation and culture through 
harvest and marketing.

Terry Durham, of River Hills Harvest in Missouri,
led off the classroom portion of the day's sessions
with an overview of the many and varied products
that can be made from elderberries.

Following Durham, University of Arkansas
researcher Patrick Byers took the floor for a
comprehensive overview of elderberry production,
from planting to harvest. That topic ran straight up
'til lunchtime; after the meal, Byers continued with a
discussion of pest challenges and management.
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A selection of elderberry products on 
display at the workshop.

http://kerrcenter.com/elderberry-workshop-recap/
http://kerrcenter.com/elderberry-workshop-recap/


Bob McCord, an Arkansas elderberry grower, had 
the next slot for a description of his experiences with 
the crop.

Shifting back to Oklahoma, Brent and Valerie 
Madding of 360 OK Farms then shared their own 
story of getting started in elderberries, with an 
emphasis on local varieties and value-added 
marketing.

Terry Durham was back on stage for the day's
final classroom slot, with a detailed look at
post-harvest handling procedures designed to
meet federal food safety guidelines.

The group headed outside at the end of the
day, for a tour of the Kerr Center's elderberry
planting on the Cannon Horticulture Plots, led
by George Kuepper and David Redhage.

Links to handouts, presentations, and other 
materials used in the workshop are available from 
the Kerr Center website.  
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Brent and Valerie Madding of 360 OK Farms 
display some of their elderberry products.

Patrick Byers, of the University of Missouri 
Extension service, hands around a 
refractometer (used to measure the amount 
of sugar in fruits).

Arkansas elderberry grower Bob McCord 
describes his experiences with the crop.

http://kerrcenter.com/elderberry-workshop-recap/
http://kerrcenter.com/elderberry-workshop-recap/
http://kerrcenter.com/elderberry-workshop-recap/


Grazing Workshop Recap

It began more with a zap than a bang: a zap that left
around a thousand people in the Poteau area
without power on a Saturday morning. Still, the Kerr
Center livestock program practices the same kind of
adaptability it prizes in the breeds it uses, and
workshop attendees displayed the same quality,
moving the program out of the lightless basement
classroom into the outdoor light of morning..

Kerr Center Vice-President David Redhage got the
ball rolling, then quickly yielded the floor to Cattle
Manager Will Lathrop, who's been teaching audiences about sustainable livestock 
management since long before PowerPoint presentations were common, and thus never 
missed a beat. (Here's the presentation he would have used, though, for those inclined toward
the electronic comforts of the present.)
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David Redhage (l) and Will Lathrop open 
the workshop.

http://kerrcenter.com/publication/grazing-management-basics/


The workshop agenda covered all aspects of the Kerr Center's livestock program: first with 
the morning's classroom run-through on the theory, and then again in hands-on fashion with 
an afternoon tour of the ranch.

Participants learned, and practiced:

    measuring available forage,

 calculating how many acres of that forage would feed a given herd for a day, 

and setting up temporary electric fencing to give access to that amount of pasture. 
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http://kerrcenter.com/livestock/cattle/fence/
http://kerrcenter.com/publication/graziers-arithmetic/
http://kerrcenter.com/livestock/cattle/pasture/
http://kerrcenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/grazing_workshop_agenda.pdf


In addition, they learned how gravity fills water tanks - including some made of old tires - 
from ponds on the ranch... 

... as well as how the Kerr Center limits the grazing of riparian areas to reduce erosion, 
improve water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat. 

Stay tuned for more educational events from the livestock program in 2016! 
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http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/news-and-events/events/
http://kerrcenter.com/conservation/stream-pond-protection/
http://kerrcenter.com/publication/new-use-old-tires/
http://kerrcenter.com/livestock/cattle/water/


Grant Deadlines & Winter Conferences  

With markets idling and fields put to bed, two major sustainable agriculture conferences 
take advantage of the January lull: Southern SAWG in Kentucky, and the Horticulture 
Industries Show right here in Oklahoma.  Details and links to both are available through the 
Kerr Center's online events calendar.

In fact, while the fields may be frozen, the Kerr events calendar is still hopping.  It's the place 
to find out about upcoming grant deadlines - like Southern SARE's producer grants 
(applications due on November 11).

It also serves as a reminder for the dates of monthly Kerr Center tours, which run all year 
round, every second Tuesday by appointment. 
 
Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up 
to date on these and other upcoming events, including our our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar (Outlook, Google+, 
etc.) as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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http://kerrcenter.com/about/visit-tour-the-kerr-center/
http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/news-and-events/events/


Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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mailto:mailbox@kerrcenter.com
http://www.kerrcenter.com/
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kerr-Center-for-Sustainable-Agriculture/179959438245
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=uxgbu6dab&p=oi&m=1103726942964&sit=8stlqpnfb&f=445b0e15-26bf-465e-b0c3-2b3954cb31b2

