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Happy Thanksgiving from the Kerr Center!

Fall is stretching on toward winter.  The shorter days leave
time in the evening for snuggling up with something to read -
and this month, we have suggested reading material from each
of our main program areas to give you some inspiration for
next year's ranch, farm, and garden undertakings.  (Along with
many other publications, these are all available free from our
website.)

Speaking of inspiration and winter downtime, several sustainable agriculture conferences 
take advantage of the one to serve up the other, too.  Kerr Center staff members have 
speaking slots at some of them - check out our events calendar for details.

As always, if you value our work, please also consider supporting it!
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Monarchs Munch Multiple Milkweeds...

...and this updated guide can help you tell which species to plant.

Monarch butterflies lay their eggs on milkweed, and the subsequent caterpillars eat 
milkweed. 

This guide, written by Kerr Center Communications Director Maura McDermott, lists 
common and scientific names of Oklahoma's native milkweeds, where they grow in the state, 
bloom period, and status as a host plant. 

Use this to help you plan a milkweed garden - picking native milkweeds that match your 
location and soil.

Download a copy of "Native Milkweeds of Oklahoma" today .
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http://kerrcenter.com/publication/native-milkweeds-oklahoma/


Winter Garden Soil?  Covered! 

It looks like a good season for radishes and turnips! Kerr Center's Horticulture Manager,  George 
Kuepper, found some impressive forage turnips and tillage radishes in demonstration plots, where these
winter cover crops are used to protect and improve the soil.

Winter on the Cannon Horticulture Plots doesn't mean bare soil or dead stubble.  Rather, the 
horticulture program strives to keep living roots in the soil as much of the time as possible, 
holding the soil in place against wind, rain, and snow, and feeding the microbes that enhance 
soil health.

Together with crop rotations, cover crops are a key element of the bio-extensive management 
approach used in the Kerr Center's certified organic horticulture program.  Starting in a 
pasture full of bermdagrass, this approach has created a thriving six-acre demonstration 
market garden that experiences minimal weed pressure and grows much of its own fertility.

Released earlier this year, "Market Farming with Rotations and Cover Crops: An Organic Bio-
Extensive System" gives a detailed overview of the lessons learned to date over the life of this 
project.  
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http://kerrcenter.com/publication/market-farming-with-rotations-and-cover-crops-an-organic-bio-extensive-system/
http://kerrcenter.com/publication/market-farming-with-rotations-and-cover-crops-an-organic-bio-extensive-system/


A Different Way to Think about Hay

It's no secret that the Kerr Center livestock program tries to feed as little hay as possible - it's a
money-saver.

Not many cattle producers can manage to go all year without feeding hay, though.  Once the 
decision to put hay in the barn is made, the economics of buying it versus baling it are worth 
a hard look.

The Kerr Center's livestock library holds two reports on just that topic:
- "Hay, Fertility, and Profit," by Chris Agee
- "The True Cost of Hay," by Erin Jenkins 
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http://kerrcenter.com/publication/true-cost-hay/
http://kerrcenter.com/publication/hay-fertility-profit/


Another Intern's Turn 

Thanks to funding from the Tulsa Community Foundation, the Kerr Center was able to host a 
student intern in 2015. 

Jayla Roath is a native of Leflore County and an undergraduate at Carl Albert State College in
Poteau.  She has assisted both livestock and horticulture programs, and undertook some 
diverse and unique tasks such as updating MSDS records, planting and harvesting sweet 
potatoes, and building fence. 

She was also involved in our initial efforts to document the biomass yields of cover crops.  
This information will be used in future Kerr Center publications and presentations. 

It has been a great pleasure to work with Jayla these past few months and we look forward to 
hearing from her in the future. 

If you're interested in the Kerr Center's intern program, please visit our website to learn more 
about it. 
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http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/intern-program/


Catch the Kerr Center at a Conference  

If you just can't wait 'til the next workshop season for a Kerr Center fix, relief is in sight.  Both 
David Redhage and George Kuepper will be presenting at the Horticulture Industries Show, 
January 8-9 in Tulsa.   Brad and Valerie Manning, of 360 OK Farms, will also present at HIS.  
They were popular speakers at the Kerr Center's elderberry workshop.

The Kerr Center's online events calendar contains details on this and other upcoming 
sustainable agriculture conferences.  It also serves as a reminder for the dates of monthly Kerr
Center tours, which run all year round, every second Tuesday by appointment. 

Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up to 
date on these and other upcoming events, including our our tours:
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http://kerrcenter.com/about/visit-tour-the-kerr-center/
http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/news-and-events/events/
http://kerrcenter.com/elderberry-workshop-recap/
http://kerrcenter.com/event/horticulture-industries-show/


- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar (Outlook, Google+, etc.)
as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.

Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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