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Happy leap year from the Kerr Center!

With spring just around the corner, we're filling this issue with
tips to help you prepare for the next growing and grazing
seasons.

In this issue, you'll find links to resources on season-extension options to help you bring 
spring to your gardens that extra little bit earlier, getting water to cattle as a tool for more 
effective grazing, and establishing native pollinator habitat organically.

Our events calendar is starting to pop with educational workshops, both on these topics and a
variety of others.

As always, if you value our work, please also consider supporting it!
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Season Extension Resources
Cross Timbers RC&D has a season extension workshop coming up on March 4.  If you can't 
make that, or just want more information, check out the Kerr Center's season extension page.

It seems there's almost never a bad time to put up a season extension structure.  In 
Oklahoma's climate, they can be as useful for throwing shade over crops in mid-summer as 
for protecting early crops from late frosts or getting transplants started.

The Kerr Center's season extension resources include the ever-popular Hoop House How-To, 
a lavishly detailed set of plans and instructions for building a 1700 square foot "Hanley-style" 
hoop house for in the neighborhood of $1,000.  
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http://kerrcenter.com/organic-farm/hoop-house/
http://kerrcenter.com/organic-farm/season-extension/
http://kerrcenter.com/event/organic-oklahoma-2016/
http://kerrcenter.com/organic-farm/season-extension/


Water in Every Paddock?
One point that almost every Kerr Center livestock tries to drive home is this: to get the best 
use of the available forage, cattle need to be within easy walking distance of water at all times.

To make the best possible use of the pastures in his rotational grazing system, Kim Barker 
switched away from a single lane leading from all paddocks to a single pond, and instead laid
water lines and installed connections for portable drinking troughs.  He learned a few lessons 
along the way, which are detailed in the Kerr Center fact sheet, "Protecting Water Quality 
While Healing Erosion Caused by Livestock Trails."

(As the title suggests, better use of pastures isn't the only positive result to come out of 
increasing cattle's access to water.)

This is only one of many free and informative publications in the Kerr Center's online 
livestock library.
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http://kerrcenter.com/publications-list/
http://kerrcenter.com/publications-list/
http://kerrcenter.com/publication/protecting-water-quality-healing-erosion-caused-livestock-trails/
http://kerrcenter.com/publication/protecting-water-quality-healing-erosion-caused-livestock-trails/
http://kerrcenter.com/livestock/cattle/water/


Organic Native Pollinator Habitat
With spring planting just around the corner, why not include a patch of native pollinator 
habitat in your garden and/or landscape planning?

The Kerr Center's free publication, "Establishing Native Pollinator Habitat Organically," 
describes our experiences doing just that.

The Kerr Center's online native plant and pollinator library contains many other resources for
working with native pollinators and the plants they depend on.  Give it a look! 
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http://kerrcenter.com/conservation/native-plants-pollinators/native-plant-pollinator-publications/
http://kerrcenter.com/publication/establishing-native-pollinator-habitat-organically-tips-from-our-experience-at-kerr-center/
http://kerrcenter.com/conservation/native-plants-pollinators/
http://kerrcenter.com/conservation/native-plants-pollinators/


Spring Educational Events Popping Up  
So far, there are two firm dates on the Kerr Center's schedule of educational programming for
2016: a plant ID workshop on June 2, and a grazing workshop June 4.  Stay tuned for more 
information on those, along with the rest of the lineup, coming in the near future. 

Meanwhile, there are plenty of other seminars, workshops, and other educational 
opportunities going on all around Oklahoma.  The Kerr Center's online events calendar 
contains details these opportunities.  It also serves as a reminder for the dates of monthly Kerr
Center tours, which run all year round, every second Tuesday by appointment. 

Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up to 
date on these and other upcoming events, including our our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar (Outlook, Google+, etc.)
as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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http://kerrcenter.com/about/visit-tour-the-kerr-center/
http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/news-and-events/events/


Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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mailto:mailbox@kerrcenter.com
http://www.kerrcenter.com/
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
http://kerrcenter.com/donate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kerr-Center-for-Sustainable-Agriculture/179959438245
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=uxgbu6dab&p=oi&m=1103726942964&sit=8stlqpnfb&f=445b0e15-26bf-465e-b0c3-2b3954cb31b2

