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David Redhage has news this month about how to 
monitor monarchs in your own back yard or back forty,
collecting data useful to scientists everywhere.

We'd be tickled to see you at our elderberry workshop
on July 13.  Register by July 10 - or sooner to save a
place.

In the wake of the recent fooding, we pass the word from
the Oklahoma Conservation Commission about how 
food-control dams kept the damages from being even
worse - despite being near the end of their designed
lifespans.

Despite the recent excess of rain, drought is bound to return eventually - but it turns out that 
integrating legumes into forage mixes can boost production while using less water.

With summer just begun, we share our own "blockbuster" flm recommendation.

While the rain often seems either too much or too little, we always welcome your donations, 
no matter how large or small.  Thank you!
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President's Note: Integrated Monarch Monitoring Program

Several weeks ago I attended a training for the
Integrated Monarch Monitoring Program,
sponsored by Okies for Monarchs and taught by the
Monarch Joint Venture Group.  

The idea is to train individuals on how to set up a
monarch monitoring program on property they have
access to.  

The organization has randomly assigned plots all
over the United States, and also accepts self-
designated plots.  The data gathering is designed so
that everyone participating gathers information in
the same way.  

The trainings are to ensure everyone understands how to gather and report their information.
Data is gathered from the plots during the months monarchs are found in North America.  

It is a very comprehensive program.  Since little is known about the condition of current 
monarch populations and habitat conditions while the butterfy is in North America, the 
monitoring program is set up to capture the needed data.

Please take some time to familiarize yourself with the important work being done by Okies 
for Monarchs and the Monarch Joint Venture.  In the future, additional trainings may be 
offered in Oklahoma.  Consider participating and helping gather the needed information.  

This project requires dedication and attention to detail, and seeks to engage partners across 
government, academia, and NGOs, along with citizen scientists.  More information can be 
found at these websites:

Monarch Joint Venture
https://monarchjointventure.org/immp

Okies for Monarchs
http://www.okiesformonarchs.org/

2

Photo credit: Integrated Monarch Monitoring 
Program

https://monarchjointventure.org/immp
https://monarchjointventure.org/immp


Elderberry Workshop July 13

The Kerr Center will host a one-day elderberry workshop at its headquarters in Poteau on 
Saturday, July 13, from 8:30 to 3:35.

The day will begin with a feld tour of the Kerr Center's elderberry plots.

An array of experts on elderberry production and marketing will address all aspects of this 
increasingly popular perennial crop. Speakers include Patrick Byers, University of Missouri 
Extension Service; Brent Madding, 360 Farms; and David Redhage, Kerr Center President.

The $20 registration cost ($15 per additional family member) includes a noon meal. 
Registration is due by July 10, but early registration is suggested to reserve one of the limited
spaces available.

Register for the workshop!
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Old Dams Never Die...

...they just get rehabilitated.  Or at least, they
should.  And for many dams in Oklahoma, it's
getting to be high time.

So says the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, in
a recent and timely news release.  While many of us
involved in ranching may think of dams and farm
ponds mainly as a source of water for livestock,
they also play a vital role in food control, and
many were built for that explicit purpose.

Having witnessed the damage from recent storms,
rain, and fooding, it might seem easy to downplay
the impact of such food-control dams.  

"According to preliminary data from the Oklahoma Mesonet, the statewide average rainfall 
total was 10.48 inches, 5.66 inches above normal to rank as the third wettest May since 
records began in 1895," said State Climatologist Gary McManus. "The total also earned fourth 
place on the list of wettest calendar months in Oklahoma."

But, as the OCC points out, things would have been even worse without the dams.  

"A Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 'National Watershed Benefts' computer 
model estimates the daily monetary benefts resulting from watershed projects for a specifc 
storm," explained a recent OCC press release.

"These benefts are essentially the damages that would have occurred from that storm had the
dams not been built."

According to the model, food control dams saved over $20 million in damages in May 
alone.

Oklahoma boasts over 2,000 food control dams.  By the end of this year, though, more than
two-thirds of them will have passed the end of their 50-year design life.

Continue reading....
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Boomer Lake (Stillwater) flowing through emergency
spillway, May 21.  (Photo credit: Anita Kaufman, 
Payne County Conservation District)
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Legumes Lead the Way to Lower Water Use in Livestock 
Production

While food control structures play a valuable role
in saving soil when the rains come too thick and fast,
leguminous crops with a reputation for deep thirst
may prove key to helping livestock producers
make better use of water when drier times
inevitably return.

In the western part of the state, with intensive
irrigation driving the decline of the Ogallala Aquifer,
that's bound to ring even truer over the long term.

With that trend in mind, researchers at Texas Tech University have been looking at 
alternative agricultural production systems for the region, comparing the currently dominant 
cotton monoculture to diversifed crop/livestock systems.

One fnding that stands out is that forage-based livestock production requires less water, 
both for irrigation and livestock use, than row crops.  In addition to conserving water, such 
a transition builds soil organic matter, reduces erosion, and diversifes income.

Moreover, including legumes in the forage mix further enhances the water conservation 
benefts.  A basic steer grazing trial conducted from 2014-2016 compared a grass-only forage 
base, fertilized with synthetic nitrogen, to an alternative, potentially more sustainable, grass-
legume mix.

Results showed that steers gained more weight, and gained it more quickly, grazing a 
grass-legume mixture of old-world bluestem, alfalfa, and yellow sweet clover, compared to 
grass alone.  Those improved gains on the grass-legume mix also required less water.

The research design featured two innovations: adding perennial legumes to the forage mix, 
and creating a limited-acreage "protein bank," consisting mostly of alfalfa, which was 
rotationally grazed on a limited basis.

These novel aspects upended the traditional image of alfalfa as a water-intensive crop.

Continue reading....
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Soil: The Movie

With summer offcially started, many of us are looking
forward to watching the latest exploits of super heroes and
space warriors in the next round of Hollywood blockbuster
movies. 

Why not reserve an hour of your summer movie-watching
time for a flm about struggles much closer to home - in fact,
right under your feet?  You don't even have to pay for the
ticket.

The Soil Health Institute last year released a free 60-minute
documentary flm called "Living Soil." The trailer speaks for
itself:

Our soils support 95 percent of all food production, and by 2060, our
soils will be asked to give us as much food as we have consumed in
the last 500 years. They flter our water. They are one of our most
cost-effective reservoirs for sequestering carbon. They are our foundation for biodiversity. And they are
vibrantly alive, teeming with 10,000 pounds of biological life in every acre.

Yet in the last 150 years, we've lost half of the basic building block that makes soil productive. The 
societal and environmental costs of soil loss and degradation in the United States alone are now 
estimated to be as high as $85 billion every single year.

Like any relationship, our living soil needs our tenderness. It's time we changed everything we thought
we knew about soil. Let's make this the century of living soil.

"Living Soil" was directed by Chelsea Myers of Tiny Attic Productions and produced by the 
Soil Health Institute, with funding from The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation.

So pop a batch of heirloom popcorn, get comfy on the couch, and spend an hour losing 
yourself in "Living Soil."
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July Events: Elderberries, Soil Health, Cover Crops, Soil & 
Water Conservation...

Don't miss the Kerr
Center's elderberry
workshop on July 13
(register by July 10).

Afterwards, , most of the
action shifts out of state,
with major conferences
on agroforestry (Oregon,
June 24-27), soil health
(California, July 16-18), 
cover crops (Alabama,
July 16-17), and soil &
water conservation
(Pennsylvania, July 28).  

The deadline to apply
for USDA-NRCS
Conservation Innovation
Grants is July 30.

Full details on these and many other upcoming sustainable agriculture events around the 
state and region can be found on the Kerr Center's online events calendar.  

The calendar also serves as a reminder for the dates of monthly Kerr Center tours, which run
all year round, every second Tuesday by appointment.  
 
Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up 
to date on these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar (Outlook, Google+, 
etc.) as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help us
continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or 
visiting our website, please consider makin  g a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com
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