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With all the recent rain, fre may be far from most of our minds
- but take a look at Australia, and remember that wildfre
season runs nine months out of the year in Oklahoma.  This
month, we point to resources to help you prepare before
disaster strikes.

February is seed starting time!  That activity's underway in the
horticulture project, as we get the cold frame ready and start
building a new hydroponics project.

Conservation has a long history in Oklahoma.  A new series of
oral history interviews gives a we-were-there view from some
of the early leaders in that work.

We're able to do our own conservation work thanks to your generous donations.  Thank you!
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Wildfre Preparedness

For many of us, the past couple of months' news, images,
and videos of wildfres raging out of control in Australia
are an uncomfortable reminder of the potential for similar
disasters much closer to home.  Fortunately, Oklahoma's
state agencies make numerous free resources readily
available to help each and every one of us do our part to 
prevent and prepare for wildfres.

Oklahoma Forestry Services (OFS) maintains a Daily
Situation Reports webpage with links to statewide,
regional, and national fre situation reports.  Free email
subscriptions to these updates are available. 

The page also contains information on burn bans, fre
weather and fuel conditions, and fre weather watches
and red fag warnings.  With all these resources at your
fngertips, it should be a snap to keep up to date on what
the fre risks are in your area from day to day. 

Armed with that knowledge, what can you do to keep
yourself and your property secure and safe from fre?
There again, OFS has you covered.  Their Oklahoma
Firewise page connects to the Ready, Set, Go program,
which offers a 12-page guide packed with valuable tips
and checklists for making homes and properties as
freproof as possible.  

Any structure within a mile of a wildfre can be at risk of
combustion due to airborne embers.  The guide explains 
how to create "defensible space" - the area around a
structure that "creates a suffcient buffer to slow or halt
the spread of wildfre to a structure." Recommendations
include sweeping leaf litter and cleaning gutters, creating
gaps between low shrubs and the branches of taller trees,
and keeping grass trimmed to a maximum height of four
inches.

Should the worst come to pass, the guide also details how
to prepare and execute an evacuation plan.  

The Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management
(OEM) offers similar information in at-a-glance format in
a free infographic.

Continue reading...
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https://www.ok.gov/OEM/documents/Wildfire%20Awareness.pdf
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/RSGActionGuideOklahomaBooklet_091511.pdf
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/ready-set-go-program
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/firewise
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/firewise
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/situation-reports
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/situation-reports


Seed Starting, Season Extension, and Hydroponics

The horticulture program has been starting seeds in the greenhouse: lettuce, spinach, and 
kale, with pak choi and Swiss chard still to come. These are all for a low-cost demonstration 
hydroponic system currently under construction for the coming season.

The portable cold frame is out on the hort plots awaiting its coat of plastic. One project on tap 
for this season will investigate how cherry tomatoes in mineral buckets in the cold frame 
perform, compared to the same varieties in raised beds outside.
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At the moment, one speed bump for this project is the recent excessive rainfall; the raised 
beds can't be built until the ground dries out enough.

The Kerr Center's online horticulture library offers ample resources on both seed starting 
and season extension. We're just getting started in hydroponics, but we will be sharing our 
procedures, results, and lessons learned as we go. In the meantime, this video offers a 
glimpse of a system similar to the one we're putting together:
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https://youtu.be/7HNFaYByQlg
https://kerrcenter.com/organic-horticulture/season-extension/
https://kerrcenter.com/seed-starting-time/
https://kerrcenter.com/organic-horticulture/organic-horticulture-publications/
https://youtu.be/7HNFaYByQlg


Oklahoma Conservation Heritage Oral History Collection

via the Oklahoma Conservation Commission

The Oklahoma Conservation Historical Society
(OCHS) is excited to announce the launch of the
Oklahoma Conservation Heritage Oral History
Collection.

The OCHS has partnered with the Oklahoma State
University Library to record and archive interviews
with individuals who have made contributions to
conservation in Oklahoma.

Audio, video, and transcripts of the interviews are
posted digitally in the new Conservation Heritage
Section of the OSU Library's oral history collections.
Interviews are available to researchers and the general public.

Oklahoma holds a unique place within the American conservation movement, as the 
epicenter of the worst man-made ecological disaster in history, the Dustbowl. Out of the 
1930s, conservation districts were created by local farmers and ranchers who recognized the 
need to implement voluntary conservation practices on private working lands.

Over the course of the last 80+ years, Oklahoma has been a leader in the adoption of practices
that beneft the health of our soils and water while building resiliency on our farms and 
ranches.

The OCHS was formed in partnership with the Oklahoma Association of Conservation 
Districts, the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, the Oklahoma Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society, and the RC&D 
Association.

The OCHS believes these interviews will preserve the storied and proud history of 
conservation in Oklahoma. This collection is a celebration of individuals and programs that 
have contributed to making Oklahoma known across the country as a leader in conservation.

“Conservationists want to leave the land better for the next generation,”said Trey Lam, 
Executive Director of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.  “Now that generation can 
learn how these pioneers did it.”

Explore the oral history collection.
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https://library.okstate.edu/search-and-find/collections/digital-collections/oklahoma-conservation-heritage-oral-history-collection


Late Winter Events: Soil Health, Conservation at Home, Blue
Thumb, Prescribed Fire...

The Oklahoma
Association of
Conservation Districts
state meeting (Feb. 23-25,
Edmond) includes tracks
on both conservation at
home and soil health.
Moving into March, the
frst of several Blue
Thumb trainings starts
(Mar. 2, Okmulgee), and
there's a prescribed fre
feld day (Mar. 5,
Burneyville), as well as a 
soil and water workshop
(Mar. 7, Glenpool).

You can fnd full details
on these and many other
upcoming sustainable
agriculture events around
the state and region on
the Kerr Center's online 
events calendar.  

The calendar also serves
as a reminder for the dates of monthly Kerr Center tours, which run all year round, every 
second Tuesday by appointment.  
 
Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up 
to date on these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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http://kerrcenter.com/about/visit-tour-the-kerr-center/
http://kerrcenter.com/education-training/news-and-events/events/


Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or 
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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http://www.kerrcenter.com/
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http://kerrcenter.com/donate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kerr-Center-for-Sustainable-Agriculture/179959438245
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=uxgbu6dab&p=oi&m=1103726942964&sit=8stlqpnfb&f=445b0e15-26bf-465e-b0c3-2b3954cb31b2

