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Happy Thanksgiving! In spite of 2020's wild ride so far, there's
plenty to be thankful for.

David Redhage starts this month's issue with a review of a
book everyone should read before starting farming - and that
many nearly-new farmers could still beneft from going back
and reading now.

Cranberries may be on the table, but are there elderberries in
your felds? We've condensed three years of elderberry
variety trial data into a free 8-page report. Take a look and
decide whether this increasingly popular perennial crop may
be right for your operation.

While we gather round the table with our families, cattle are nosing back up to bale rings all 
over the state. We aim to use as little hay as possible, but always keep plenty in reserve. 
Have a look at our best practices for making or buying, storing, and feeding hay.

The 2021 Horticulture Industries Show has been canceled. We give thanks for a great run of 
successful and informative HIS sessions, and look forward to 2022.

We're most thankful of all for your generous donations.  Thank you! 
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President's Note: Book Review: Start Your Farm

Start Your Farm: The Authoritative Guide to
Becoming a Sustainable 21st Century Farmer.
Forrest Pritchard and Ellen Polishuk. 2018. The
Experiment. 272 p.

This book caught my eye because I know Ellen
Polishuk and have seen her speak and present at
sustainable agriculture conferences many times. This
is not your typical how-to-farm book. It covers topics
most how-to-farm books don’t touch on. 

Both authors are up front. There are other books
with information on growing plants, keeping
records, marketing your production and managing
your farm. 

Read more....

Elderberry Variety Trial Report

The fndings from three years of work with
different elderberry varieties at the Kerr Center's
horticulture farm are now available under one cover
in this free report. Elderberries in Oklahoma
contains information on seven different varieties,
including data on yields and Brix values. It
discusses pest and disease management, pruning,
and fertility. It also includes a section on processing,
labor, and marketing considerations.

Download   Elderberries in Oklahoma
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Hay! Winter's Coming!

'Tis the season... to think of feeding hay. If you're
following the Kerr Center plan, you plan not to use
any - and have a barn packed full of it. The hay
section of our livestock pages is full of resources
that explain the thinking behind that seeming
paradox - including answers to questions like:


• Should you buy hay, or bale your own?
• Is it more economical to plant winter pasture

or feed hay?
• If you do put up hay, what tricks can you use

to get the most for your money?

Read more....

Horticulture Industries Show 2021 Canceled

The 2021 Horticulture Industries Show, which was
to have been held in Fayetteville, Arkansas, in
January, has been canceled.

Because of the unknown impact of COVID-19 in
January 2021, the Board of Directors felt it in the best
interest of the organization to divert the conference
to January 2022. It will be held at a location in
Arkansas.

Read more....
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Late Fall Events: Mapping Markets, Monarch Habitat, 
Organic Growing Media...

Acres U.S.A. opens
December with its frst-
ever online conference.
You can catch webinars
on mapping markets
(Dec. 1), establishing and
managing monarch
habitat (Dec. 2), and 
organic growing media
(Dec. 2). 

There are also two 
deadlines fast
approaching: Southern
SARE's On-Farm
Research Grants (Dec. 4),
and USDA's CFAP-2
program, which still has
funds available (Dec. 11).

Our tour season has concluded for the year.  Please come and see us again in the spring!

Full details on these and other sustainable agriculture learning opportunities, as always, can 
be found on the Kerr Center's online events calendar.

Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up 
to date on these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or 
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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