Fall, 2020

Dear Friend,
We’ve been preaching resiliency at the Kerr Center for a long time. If there was ever a year for practicing it,
2020 has been it!
While the COVID-19 pandemic has slowed us down, we’ve held true to that long-standing prescription,
adapting and carrying on in the face of new challenges.
We’ve redoubled our efforts to keep our events calendar current, to enable people to keep learning about
sustainable agriculture despite the storm of cancellations and postponements, and the mass migration to
virtual training formats.
As we expand our online presence to adapt to pandemic conditions, we’re also looking forward to getting
back to in-person workshops, with appropriate safety measures, in the coming year. Some of those
are already on the schedule for this fall and winter. These include workshops on native plants and
pollinators, as well as season extension, in several eastern Oklahoma locations.
With an increasingly variable climate, season extension has been becoming a more important tool
for both home and commercial gardeners. Recognizing that, we’ve been increasing that focus in our
programming as well. This year, we added new horticulture projects on hydroponics and self-wicking
containers. Results from our low-cost hydroponics demonstration, as well as a preliminary trial of
container peppers, are posted on our website. We also published a report on a more fully developed trial
of container cherry tomato varieties.
Out in the field, we’ve been increasing our focus on perennial crops, as another form of enhancing
resilience. This year marked the third full year of our elderberry variety trial, and we are putting the
final touches on a report from the plantings on the Kerr Center’s Cannon Horticulture Plots.
We’ve been pleased to see signs that our work has been earning appreciation from an ever-widening
audience. This fall, Rural Heritage magazine began publishing, in serial form, sections from our report,
Small-Scale Gardening Technology at the Kerr Center.
If the pandemic has challenged us to keep practicing what we preach about adaptability and resilience,
it’s also highlighted the truth of another of our core refrains: we couldn’t do this without you.
We’ve felt the financial strain of the COVID-19 pandemic ourselves, and we know we’re far from alone
in that. Still, for those in a position to give, your help is more crucial now than ever.
Every contribution, no matter how small, is important - and deeply appreciated.

Thank you!

David Redhage
President and CEO

Please see reverse for a mail-in donation form, or donate securely online at www.kerrcenter.com.

Friends of the Kerr Center
Your contribution is important to
the future of sustainable agriculture!

2021

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

Together, we can
continue Kerr Center’s
great progress through:
• A farm and ranch where visitors and
students can see and learn sustainable
practices

Become a Friend of
the Kerr Center in 2021!

 onservation projects that benefit
•C
wildlife and endangered pollinators
• Meaningful research that helps
farmers and ranchers improve their
land, profits and quality of life

Elderberry Variety Trials

2020 Projects

•F
 ield days, conferences and
workshops
• A comprehensive website,
www.kerrcenter.com, providing
evidence- based answers so
producers can improve their
practices and profitability
• Newsletter and educational
publications

Hydroponics

Won’t you help us
continue this exciting
forward momentum?

Livestock

Hot off the presses!
Cherry Tomatoes in Self-Wicking Containers
This report contains the results of the Kerr Center horticulture program’s
trial of several varieties of cherry tomato from the Sun series, indoors in
self-wicking containers. Find out which ripened first, produced longest,
and had the best flavor!

Every single gift, no matter the size,
will go to provide education
to farmers and ranchers.

2020 Donation Appeal

Self-wicking Containers

Please give what you can.
We appreciate your support!

Yes, I/We want to support the programs of the Kerr Center for
Sustainable Agriculture at the following level (check enclosed):
SOWER: $20-$54
CULTIVATOR: $55-$199
HARVESTER: $200-$499
STEWARD: $500-$999
SUSTAINER: $1000 OR MORE
OTHER _______
Please sign me up for E-Field Notes, Kerr Center’s free monthly email update.
Donations of any amount are gratefully accepted.
Check enclosed for $_________ payable to Kerr Center.

Donate Online
To pay by PayPal or credit card,
go to the Kerr Center website,
www.kerrcenter.com/donate
I am interested in knowing more
about donating assets either now
or as an estate-planning tool.
Please send me more information
or call me at:
(____) _________________

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________
ORGANIZATION:________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP:_________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________
PHONE: _______________________________________________________________________________

MAIL TO: Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture • 24456 Kerr Rd. , Poteau, OK 74953
For more info: 918-647-9123 • mailbox@kerrcenter.com • www.kerrcenter.com
The Kerr Center is a 501(c)(3) private, nonprofit, operating foundation.
Your donation is tax-deductible. You will receive an acknowledgment of your gift.

For donations in memory of a friend or
family member, please visit
www.kerrcenter.com
I do not wish to be listed as a
donor in the newsletter or on the
Kerr Center website.
Thank you for your generosity.
Your gift is tax deductible.
For more information about
our history, programs, and staff
visit www.kerrcenter.com.

