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Fall is fnally here, and October's just around the corner. 

Get in the spirit of the season by celebrating pollinators who
work after dark, during Bat Week.

If you're mulching plants this season, have you considered
woodchips?  David Redhage reviews a new book on using
woodchips for mulch.

Woodchips, of course, come from trees, and many of us are
trying to do a better job of managing our woodlands.  Several
USDA programs can help support such agroforestry
enterprises. The National Agroforestry Center is currently
running one webinar a month, now through next April, 
featuring each such program in turn.

For pollination purposes, most of us realize that the rule is the
more bees, the better. New research shows that that's more
true than ever, especially looking at the entire fowering
season, or over multi-year periods.

Bats, bees, bushes, and everything sustainable agriculture-related in between, we work hard 
to get you the freshest and best information.  If you like the job we're doing, please let us 
know: donate to the Kerr Center.  If you've already given, many thanks! 
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President's Note: Book Review - The Woodchip Handbook

The Woodchip Handbook: A Complete Guide for
Farmers, Gardeners and Landscapers.  Ben Raskin.
2021.  Chelsea Green Publishing.  224 p.

Some recent experiences using woodchip mulch on
perennial plants led me to look for some additional
information on the practice.  I came across the book
The Woodchip Handbook: A Complete Guide for
Farmers, Gardeners and Landscapers, by Ben
Raskin.  It is published by Chelsea Green.  

I didn’t realize when I ordered it that the book was
written in the United Kingdom, until I saw a
budget in pounds, not dollars, and tables in
metrics.  Despite the reference to sites in the UK, it
did contain useful information, and attempts to
reference some work in the United States.  

The subject is covered in several sections: how to
source woodchips, managing woodchips, using
them for plant propagation, as a soil amendment,
as mulch, and for soil carbon building.  Each
subject has its own chapter.

The book covers woodchips from different species
of trees and looks at sawdust vs. woodchips.  One
interesting subject is using Ramial Chipped Wood (RCW), a term I had not heard of.  It is the 
practice of using the small limbs, usually new growth and less than 3 inches in diameter, for 
woodchips.  

The idea is that such woodchips are richer in nutrients, sugar, protein, cellulose, and lignin 
than woodchips made from older wood, since they contain the buds and fruiting parts of the 
plants.  The claim is that they help rebuild and maintain fertile soil.  

This makes some sense to me.  Many years ago a freak hailstorm in the spring just after the 
trees had budded knocked off most leaves and some small twigs.  I raked those up and 
applied them to my garden as a mulch.  I planted right into the soil under the mulch.  That 
year the squash plants were huge.  Cucumbers did very well.  This is the frst time I have read
something possibly explaining what I experienced.

Overall, this book is a good resource if you don’t mind the heavy focus on projects in the UK. 
A majority of the written material can be adapted to growers in the United States.  It is one of 
the only books I have found to focus completely on the subject of woodchips in food 
production.
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Bat Week

Bat Week is an international, annual celebration designed to raise awareness about the need 
for bat conservation. Bats are amazing creatures that are vital to the health of our natural 
world and economy. Although we may not always see them, bats are hard at work all 
around the world each night – eating tons of insects, pollinating fowers, and spreading 
seeds that grow new plants and trees.

For more information, visit the Bat Week website, or contact Bat Conservation International 
by email or phone (1-800-538-BATS).

Agroforestry & USDA Webinar Series

USDA's National Agroforestry Center is launching a free 10-part monthly webinar series to 
highlight how different USDA programs can be used to advance agroforestry adoption.

Each individual webinar will include two speakers and one USDA agency representative, as 
well as one program participant who has used that USDA program to enhance their 
agroforestry work.

Learn how USDA programs can be utilized to promote and support agroforestry 
establishment, management, research, and other efforts in your area.

For more information or to register, visit the program webpage.
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More Bees, Please: Bee Diversity Boosts Crop Pollination

We're all pretty used to the well established idea that a higher diversity of bee species makes
crop pollination more certain. Now, new research has shown that that principle is even 
more important than previously thought.

Many studies on the importance of bees for crop pollination have measured pollination at a 
single point, or at least a narrow window, in the bloom season. In the new research, Rutgers 
University scientists looked a pollination levels throughout the fowering period, over 
several years.

The study showed that many different bee species may pollinate a single crop over the 
course of its fowering period. Over that season-long timescale, it took two to three times as 
many bee species to achieve a given level of pollination, as compared to looking at just a 
single date.

From year to year, the same pattern persisted. It turns out that a crop's main pollinator 
species in one year may not be the same the next. That being the case, it takes twice as many
different species of bee to maintain the same level of pollination over a six-year span as in 
just one year.

The researchers found that the number of bee species was actually more important for 
pollination than the total number of individual bees. That is, having lots and lots of 
individual bees from just a handful of species would result in lower pollination levels than 
having relatively few bees from each of a larger number of species.

The study measured pollination levels in blueberries and watermelons at a total of 77 farms 
in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and California. It was published in the journal Nature Ecology & 
Evolution.
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Early Fall Events: Pond Construction, Community Gardens, 
Monarchs, Agroforestry, Meat Goats, Grants....

Get the lowdown on 
pond construction in a
free OSU Extension
workshop (Sep. 29,
Pittsburg County). Or
learn the ins and outs of
raising and selling goats
at their Meat Goat Boot
Camp (Oct. 17-19, Ada).

Online, you can learn
the ins and outs of farm
law (Oct. 6), or fnd out
about USDA programs
to support agroforestry
(Oct. 7).

Upcoming funding
opportunities (and 
deadlines) include:
- Community Food
Projects Competitive
Grant program (Oct. 7)
- Conservation
Innovation Grants
(CIG) Classic program
(Oct. 11)
- CRP Transition
Incentives Program
(TIP) (Oct. 14)

If you're in the Oklahoma City area, join in the Eastside Fresh Market's Harvest Festival 
(Oct. 4). Also, wherever you are, don't forget to have students send symbolic paper monarchs 
winging south to Mexico in the Symbolic Monarch Migration Project (Oct. 7). 

Full details on these and other sustainable agriculture learning opportunities, as always, can 
be found on the Kerr Center's online events calendar.

Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up 
to date on these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or 
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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