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Happy holidays from the Kerr Center!

Another year, another set of challenges: weeds in the
elderberries, ineffective dewormers in the cattle herds, on top
of an extended drought.

Still, we're rising to the challenges. We're adding blueberries
to our perennial crop variety trials, and getting good results 
controlling parasites with grazing management - and, as
always, sharing our fndings about what works with you, to
help increase the sustainability of your own operations.

If this work has been of use to you, please consider thanking us with a donation to the Kerr 
Center. If you've already put a tip in the virtual hat, thank you kindly!
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President's Note: Cover Crop Timing

Research has shown timing in planting a fall cover
crop is critical for both coverage over the winter
and biomass production the following spring.
Usually, in the south, cover crops are planted from
mid-September until mid-October.

This year we ran into problems with the cover crop
in our elderberry trials.  We purchased Elbon rye to
plant, but needed to wait for a rain to plant, due to
the drought this summer.

Unfortunately it didn’t start raining until early
November, so we did not plant our seed.  Rye seed
from last year’s cover crop did volunteer, and started growing in November, but it has not 
established very good coverage.  It looks good in the photo, but the plants are short, so there 
is not much ground coverage at this point. 

If planted in September, grain rye will have wide blue-green leaves and reach above your 
ankles.  It completely covers the ground, suppressing winter weeds.   Of all the cover crops, 
rye seems to do the best if it happens to be planted late.  We will see how it does next spring, 
but it does show how important planting time is to having a successful cover crop.
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2022: The Year in Review

Horticulture
We invested a good deal of time and effort early in the season planting and maintaining the 
elderberry planting. Weeds almost took over, but with hand tillage, drip irrigation, and 
landscape fabric, they are under control.

We continued our work with hydroponics in the greenhouse and cold frame. After three 
years, the soil-based hydroponics in the livestock mineral tubs struggled.  Conversations with
other researchers suggested that increasing soil acidity might be the cause.  We couldn’t test 
the soil, since the project was already done and the old soil had been cleaned out of the tubs, 
but we plan to do it again next year and monitor the pH more closely.

The foating hydroponic beds did great, with one very noticeable difference.  We had two 
beds using a common synthetic fertilizer, and another pair using a more costly organic 
fertilizer.  During a string of warm, sunny days, water uptake increased to the point that the 
plants in the synthetic fertilizer beds developed leaf tip burn.  The plants in the organic 
fertilizer beds were unaffected.  The cost per grow is considerably higher with the organic 
fertilizer, but for this grow at least, there would have been no marketable crop from the 
synthetic fertilizer beds.

We are adding a blueberry variety trial to the horticulture farm. This is not a commercial 
planting, but a selection of nine varieties, many newly introduced since the last time we 
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worked with blueberries. The planting will consist of three standard southern highbush 
varieties used in commercial plantings, three newly introduced southern highbush varieties, 
and three rabbiteye varieties, with twelve of each planted. 

Livestock
This year's lengthy drought left us with poor pasture conditions going into the fall.  Many 
producers in our area ran out of grass and were forced to sell most or all of their cows. We 
were able to avoid that situation, because our stocking rate is set for drought conditions. 
We're hopeful that enough more rain will fall to fll the ponds and grow enough cool season 
grass to make a difference in feed cost.

Conception rate on the spring calving cows was the lowest in many years. It was a very hot, 
dry summer, and we have been keeping older pregnant cows in the herd order to keep cow
numbers up.  We expect that the increasing share of Beefmaster genetics will improve heat 
tolerance and conception rates.

Last year we found out the de-wormers we have been using for many years are no longer 
effective. The internal parasites had developed immunity to these products because they are 
a long-acting anthelmintic.  However, an older product used many years ago turned out still 
to be an effective de-wormer in our herds.

This fall, we had no parasite load, which was probably due to the hot, dry summer.  (Heat 
and short grass kill parasites.)  For the frst time ever, we did not deworm the cattle this fall.  
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We will test the cow herds for parasites again next spring.  We hope that through rotational 
grazing and limiting the use of anthelmintic products, we can control parasite load and 
decrease parasite resistance.

We continue working with OSU on a study to determine how round hay bales can best be 
stacked outdoors to limit spoilage. This trial is ongoing, with no results available to share yet.

Conservation
We've continued our projects on pollinator conservation - both through collaboration with 
regional and national partners, and, on the ranch, maintaining and expanding pollinator 
plantings.  Timber harvesting continued in 2022, as part of our sustainable forestry 
demonstration projects.

SARE PDP Program
The Kerr Center continues its role managing the Southern SARE Professional Development 
Program.  In 2022, that work transitioned back to face-to-face meetings.

2023
Tour requests are on the upswing, as COVID becomes more manageable.  We'll be running 
elderberry workshops in 2023. 
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Early Winter Events: Remote Sensing in Conservation, 
Agroforestry, Grants, Conferences....

Online offerings through
mid-January include an
MJV webinar on remote
sensing in conservation
(Dec. 20), the next
installment in the 
Agroforestry & USDA
webinar series (Jan. 6),
and Farm Commons'
Discovering Resilience
webinar on the basics of
farm legal issues (Jan.
17).

Conference season is
hitting its stride; check
out these upcoming ones:
- Southeast Regional
Fruit & Vegetable
Conference (Jan. 5-6;
Savannah, GA)
- National No-Tillage
Conference (Jan. 10-13; St.
Louis, MO)
- Great Plains Growers
Conference (Jan. 13-14; St.
Joseph, MO)
- Soil Health U (Jan. 18-
19; Salina, KS) 

Application deadlines are coming up for both the Farm to School Grant Program (Jan. 6) and 
FACT's Fund-a-Farmer Grants (Jan. 10).

The frst weekly meeting of OSU's month-long Master Irrigator program is January 17. 

Full details on these and other sustainable agriculture learning opportunities, as always, can 
be found on the Kerr Center's online events calendar.

Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up 
to date on these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or 
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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