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Happy New Year!

For a fresh take to start out 2023, how about an update to our
popular manual on sorghum production and processing? The
new third edition offers just that, with new information on 
varieties resistant to sugar cane aphids.

Have you been burning wood to keep warm this winter? It's
an old practice, sustainable if the wood's harvested properly -
but scientists are warning that the increasing use of wood
pellets for both heat and electricity is damaging biodiversity.

New year, new enterprise? We point you to a helpful ATTRA
resource on making sense of the tangle of state and federal
regulations to fgure out which approach to processing
poultry is best for your operation.

Speaking of fresh starts, we're putting in new blueberry
plantings.  Get the lowdown in David Redhage's president's
note.

Our New Year's resolution is to keep bringing you top-quality sustainable agriculture 
education and news in 2023. We hope you're resolved to keep supporting us, by donating to 
the Kerr Center.  Thank you!
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President's Note: Blueberries

The Kerr Center has worked with blueberries over
the years.  We had a U-pick operation in the early
1990s.  Later we held workshops promoting
blueberries for U-pick operations.  It has been over
ten years since the last blueberry planting was
removed.  

After some research, we realized several new
varieties have been introduced.  We also realized 
our climate has changed enough that we may be
able to successfully grow rabbiteye blueberries,
and possibly some of the older highbush
varieties. 

We decided to select some of the new varieties and
include some industry standards and older
highbush varieties to plant at the horticulture farm.
This will allow us to evaluate them, and visitors to
see how the new varieties perform in eastern
Oklahoma.

We are planting 12 plants per variety and a total of
nine varieties.  The highbush varieties include
Ozarkblue, Legacy, Summit, Misty, New Hanover, and O’Neal.  Rabbiteye varieties include 
Climax, an old standard, and Britewell.  We also added a landscape highbush variety called 
Pink Lemonade.  It is edible and has pink berries when ripe.

We have prepared the plots, building raised beds last fall.  We dug holes where the plants 
will be planted and added peat moss, pine bark mulch/nuggets, and compost.  This should 
give the blueberries a good start.  They will be irrigated as well.  

It is exciting for us to revisit blueberries.  In the past we grew large plantings to demonstrate 
the U-pick potential with one to three varieties.  This time we are evaluating a large number 
of varieties for viability in our area.  Hopefully in three to fve years we will have 
information to report on this project.

2

https://kerrcenter.com/presidents-note-blueberries/


Sweet Sorghum: Production &
Processing - 3rd Edition Now
Available

One of the Kerr Center’s most enduringly popular
publications, Sweet Sorghum: Production and
Processing, is now available in an updated third
edition.

George Kuepper, the author of the original 1992
report, also penned this latest edition.

Sorghum is a traditional crop throughout the
southern United States and the lower Midwest. The
name also refers to the sweetener made by boiling
down the juice from the crushed stalks of the
sorghum plant.

The Kerr Center published the original edition in
response to the resurgence of interest in small-scale
sorghum syrup production, and also to document and share the Center’s extensive 
experience with the crop.

The interest has continued, and although some of the material in the original manual is dated,
the principles and practices it describes are still just as relevant. As such, the 2019 second 
edition kept the 1992 document intact, providing updated information as appendices.

The second-edition updates focused on sugar cane aphids, which emerged as a serious pest 
of sorghum in 2013. The new third edition incorporates a previously published article, also 
written by Kuepper, on sweet sorghum varieties with resistance to the pest.

The third edition of Sweet Sorghum: Production and Processing is available for $10 in pdf 
format or $18 in print.
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https://kerrcenter.com/downloads/sweet-sorghum-production-and-processing-third-edition/
https://kerrcenter.com/publication/heirloom-variety-report-growing-heirloom-sweet-sorghum/
https://kerrcenter.com/downloads/sweet-sorghum-production-and-processing-third-edition/


Forest for the Trees? Scientists Advise Stop to Burning 
Wood for Energy

This time of year, for those fortunate enough to
have a freplace or woodstove, there's nothing quite
so comforting as backing up to a crackling fre for
warmth.  Using wood for heat is one of
humanity's oldest ways of keeping warm - and
can still be one of the most sustainable.

However, a group of hundreds of scientists
recently published a letter urging world leaders to move away from using wood for both 
heat and electricity.

Many of us might be surprised to learn that wood as an energy source isn't a bygone relic of 
centuries past.  In fact, though it makes up a relatively small portion of the world's total 
energy use, more wood is being burned now than at any time in human history.  

As the use of coal for generating electricity has declined, many former coal-fred power 
plants have switched to wood as a fuel - particularly in Europe.  As a result, exports of wood
pellets from the United States to Europe have risen dramatically, more than doubling from 
2016 to 2021.  That increased demand for wood for pellets has eaten into the cover of some 
of the most biologically diverse forests in the U.S., in the southeastern region.

That loss of forests, in turn, threatens many species with endangerment and extinction.  It's 
that fact that motivated scientists to sound the alarm.

Continue reading....
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https://kerrcenter.com/forest-for-the-trees-scientists-advise-end-to-burning-wood-for-electricity/
https://www.cutcarbonnotforests.org/scientist-letter-read/
https://kerrcenter.com/forest-for-the-trees-scientists-advise-end-to-burning-wood-for-electricity/


Guide to Small-Scale Poultry Processing

“What is the most appropriate approach for your farm to
process poultry meat for sale? Does it make sense to
process your birds on-farm, take them to be processed in
an existing USDA-inspected plant or state-licensed
facility, or establish a new plant?”

So begins the ATTRA publication, Approaches to
Processing Poultry Meat for Sale: Navigating
Regulations across the United States.  Written by Ann
Baier, this 8-page document is an invaluable 
resource for anyone considering starting,
expanding, or diversifying a meat poultry
operation.

The report proceeds to answer each of those initial
questions, frst explaining the differences between
USDA- and state-inspected plants, and the 
meaning of the word “exempt” as applied to
poultry processing regulations.

It then provides detailed descriptions of what is
involved in having poultry processed in both
USDA-inspected and state-inspected plants, as well as considerations for those intending to 
process their own birds.  In addition, it offers guidance for producers considering starting 
their own processing plant.

The publication wraps up with an extensive list of further resources, with internet links for 
each.

Approaches to Processing Poultry Meat for Sale: Navigating Regulations across the United States is 
available free in electronic format (both html and pdf) from the ATTRA website.
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https://attra.ncat.org/publication/processing-poultry-meat-national/
https://kerrcenter.com/guide-to-small-scale-poultry-processing/


Winter Events: Small-Scale Growing/Marketing, Cover 
Crops, Organic Vegetables, Blue Thumb Training, Grants, 
Conferences....

Upcoming virtual
learning opportunities
include webinars on crop
production systems (Jan.
24), cover crops and soil
health (Jan. 25), and 
USDA Micro-Farm
Insurance (Jan. 26).

In the physical world,
Blue Thumb's next
volunteer training is Jan.
28 in Tulsa.

Upcoming conferences
include the online
Organic Vegetable
Production conference
(Jan. 26-27), and, in-
person, the Texas
Organic Farmers &
Gardeners Association
conference (Jan. 29-31,
Mesquite, TX), and the 
Oklahoma
Environmental
Education Expo (Feb. 3,
OKC).

Several grant application deadlines are also approaching: the Fruit Guys Community Fund 
(Jan. 30), Food Safety Certifcation for Specialty Crops (Jan. 31), and Rural Energy for 
America Program Energy Audit & Renewable Energy Development Assistance (Jan. 31)

Full details on these and other sustainable agriculture learning opportunities, as always, can 
be found on the Kerr Center's online events calendar.

Don't forget that you can also use our online calendar to keep yourself and your friends up 
to date on these and other upcoming events, including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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https://kerrcenter.com/news-and-events/events/
https://kerrcenter.com/news-and-events/events/


Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or 
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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