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With all the heat and drought lately, the thought of anything
ever growing again may seem remote. Nevertheless...

- the Growing GRASS project is paying beef and bison
producers for their sustainability practices.

- Tom Zink points out that it's already time to start thinking
toward season extension techniques to keep your garden
going through cooler weather - but shines the monthly crop
spotlight on another summer favorite: sweet corn.

- ATTRA's having conversations about native prairie
restoration as a way to keep green forage through summer -
among many other goals!

No matter how hot and dry it gets, we're still trying to earn -
and grow - your donations to the Kerr Center. Thank you!
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Growing GRASS - and Profits

Regenerative beef and bison ranchers can get a lift

from the new Growing GRASS program. The

financial benefits begin with a $3,000 direct GROWING
payment for completing an eligibility survey.

Beyond that initial step, the program can help cover

the costs of soil sampling and on-farm research,

audits and certifications, networking and training,
and storytelling and marketing.

“GRASS” stands for “Generalized Regenerative
Agriculture Sourcing Specification.” In plain terms,
that means that the program allows participating
producers to choose from a variety of existing
sustainability certification systems to qualify -
including the American Grassfed Association,
Audubon Conservation Ranching, A Greener
World Regenerative, and Regenerative Organic
Certified.

The program aims to give small-scale producers a
leg up into the value-added markets that such
labels can unlock. At the same time, it's offering a
helping hand to smaller processing plants, by
enabling them to sell hides, bones, and other
products from sustainably-raised cattle and bison at a similar markup, for making products
like leather, pet food, and cosmetics.

Funding for the Growing GRASS program comes from USDA's “Advancing Markets for
Producers” (AMP) project, which - as we've covered previously - is also bankrolling other
Oklahoma conservation programs.

To qualify for Growing GRASS, ranchers must be using prescribed grazing practices (as
defined by USDA NRCS Conservation Practice 528), and have their acreage enrolled with the
USDA Farm Service Administration (FSA). They most NOT be participating in any other
USDA AMP program for beef or bison, or be operating a confined animal feeding operation
(CAFO).

Applications are due by December 31.

For more information, or to enroll, visit the Growing GRASS website, or email the program.
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Year One Garden: Fall Gardening and Season Extension
by Tom Zink, Horticulturalist

—

Gardening is a year-round sport. With summer
high temperatures winding down and the
approach of fall, it’s a great time to grow cooler-
season crops. Each season brings unique garden
challenges, but the end result is always rewarding.

This month’s article explores techniques to extend
the season into fall and winter. It examines crops
that tend to do well in cooler temperatures and
even overwintering, along with adjustments that
need to be made with cooler growing seasons. Just
because the summer season is over doesn’t mean the growing has to stop!

Season extension typically means cultivating cold-season crops with the goal of extending
the growing season throughout the winter. Although information in this article may also be
used to transition growing from spring into summer, the overall goal is to outline a plan for
fall and winter production.

Crop and variety selection play a huge role in being able to grow into the colder seasons.
Choosing appropriate cooler-season crop varieties that are resilient yields a higher chance of
success. Delicate summer crops can be extended and grown in a heated greenhouse with
supplemental lighting; however, it’s a costly practice.

Greenhouses and high tunnels make season extension easier, but aren’t mandatory, and one
may find Agribon® row covers for field production the most cost-effective. Agribon® is rated
by weight and frost protection, so intensity of winter climate will determine the amount of
protection needed. A good rule of thumb is the higher the AG(Agribon®) rating, the more
insulation / protection.

Agribon® ratings and specifications are as follows:

RATING FROST LIGHT BEST
PROTECTION TRANSMISSION USE
AG-15 2-3°F 90% Light frost
AG-19 2-4 °F 85% Light frost
AG-30 4-6 °F 70-75% Mild frost
AG-50 6-8 °F 50% Hard frost
AG-70 8+ °F 30% Hard frost

Remember! Agribon® shouldn’t be left on plants long-term, and should only be used during
freezing periods. Gently drape directly over plants or low tunnel hoops. Low light
transmission from its continued use can stretch plants and disrupt chlorophyll production.

What about heating and moisture?



https://kerrcenter.com/organic-horticulture/season-extension/
https://kerrcenter.com/year-one-garden-fall-gardening-and-season-extension#what-about-heating-and-moisture
https://kerrcenter.com/year-one-garden-fall-gardening-and-season-extension/

Crop Spotlight: Sweet Corn

by Tom Zink, Horticulturalist

Querview:

Sweet corn is a sweet maize filled with complex
carbohydrates and starches that digest slowly, fiber
that assists with digestion and gut health, and small
amounts of plant-based proteins. It also contains B
vitamins (B9, B6) that support energy and cell health, | W 2522
as well as potassium, magnesium, and phosphorus. 24

How to grow:
Typically, sweet corn is directly seeded, but can be

transplanted. It prefers the 6.0-6.8 pH range. For

in-row spacing. For field plantings, it’s
recommended to do one row at 9” in-row spacing,
and 30” between rows. Corn is wind-pollinated, so
planting multiple rows or beds ensures better A
pollination. Corn requires six to eight hours of direct ¥
sun a day, and plenty of food, as these are heavy
feeders. Weed around corn stalks carefully, as the
roots grow close to the surface. For sweet corn, pick
ears three weeks after the first silks appear, as they
turn brown. Another way to know if it’s ready for _
harvest is the fingernail test: peel back a small part of the husk and pierce a kernel with your
fingernail. A creamy, milky juice means it is ready. Watery juice means it is too early, and no
juice means it is overripe.

Seasons to be grown:

Corn is planted in spring and summer, typically April through June, although in warmer
southern climates a second planting in midsummer is possible. Spring-planted corn will be
harvested in summer, while mid-summer plantings will be ready by early to mid-fall. To
succession-plant corn, sow new seeds every two weeks.

Common pest pressure:

Corn rootworm is a larva that feeds on roots, causing lodging (leaning stalks) and reduced
nutrient uptake. European corn borer is a caterpillar that tunnels into stalks, weakening the
plant and introducing stalk rot. Stalk borer migrates from grassy weeds into young corn
margins to bore into stems. Corn earworm feeds on silks and burrows directly into the tips of
developing ears. Use Bt to control corn worm infestations.

Common disease pressure:

Corn diseases are mainly caused by fungi, bacteria, and environmental stress.

- Gray Leaf Spot: Creates long, rectangular gray-to-brown spots on leaves. It grows well in
warm, wet weather.

- Northern Corn Leaf Blight: causes large, cigar-shaped green-gray lesions on the foliage.

- Common Rust: produces small, powdery brown bumps (pustules) on both sides of the
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leaves

- Stalk Rot: Fungi or bacteria attack roots and lower stalks. This makes plants weak and
causes them to fall over (lodging).

- Ear Rot: Fungi infect the kernels during wet late-season weather, sometimes creating
dangerous toxins.

To prevent these diseases, incorporate a proper crop rotation, select resistant varieties, and
use safe fungicides like copper- and citric acid-based sprays.
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Whether grilled, boiled, or
roasted, corn brings flavor,
nutrition, and local goodness
to our summer tables.

DID YOU KNOW?
Corn is a whole grain, rich in
fiber, B vitamins, and antioxidants—
and it plays a vital role in =
sustainable agriculture. ’ —

GROWN WITH CARE
% From soil health to pollinator supp
corn is more than a crop—it's part
healthy, thriving ecosystem.
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% EAT SEASONALLY.
SUSTAIN OUR FUTURE.

Thank you to all who grow, = : . E
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Podcast: Restoring Prairie, Building Resilience

If you're one of those folks who just can't get
enough information on native prairie restoration, a
recent podcast from ATTRA's "Voices from the
Field" series provides plenty of food for thought, in
a conversation between NCAT interviewer Darron
Gaus and University of Arkansas researcher Dr.
Dirk Philipp.

During the conversation, Philipp reflects on what's
actually meant by terms like “restoration” and
“reconstruction,” and what outcomes are realistic
to expect from the process.

“How do we consider non-native vegetation? If you try to restore a certain ecosystem, like
the prairies, you never get that back one hundred percent how it was."

Philipp describes a number of different motivations he's encountered amongst farmers
adding native plants back into their pasture mixes - as a strategy for providing more summer
grazing, as a technique for cutting soil erosion, as a way (when planting native legumes) to
reduce fertilizer nitrogen input costs, or even simply for the sake of seeing more native
grasses.

Philipp emphasizes that in setting restoration goals, it's important to recognize that even the
small and incremental improvements that can result from these varied approaches are still
valuable.

“An original prairie may have contained hundreds of species. Now that is obviously not
realistic. So, what we've seen in our plantings, we just use maybe 20 forbs and five to six
grasses. We don't even get half of the forbs we planted."

"So when farmers decide, 'Hey, I want to bring the prairie back,' that is most likely a few
grasses and a few forbs - but that is obviously good enough to start.”

He points out that while it's not realistic to expect to bring back the 99% of the tallgrass
prairie that was lost, it's reasonable to aim for a figure like five or ten percent, in the form of
things like prairie buffer strips, which have real economic value in reducing nitrate losses
along field edges.

Before concluding the session, Gaus and Philipp go on to discuss some of the more nuts-and-
bolts aspects of restoration projects, including mitigating the immense degree of weed
pressure, and the need for a post-planting management plan.

Asked what one thing he'd change tomorrow if given the power, Philipp responds, “I wish
everyone could see or feel that prairie once. Just go through, put your hands out, touch the
grasses. Touch the forbs. I mean, hear the birds, and feel that place.”
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Late Summer Events: Hive Check, Native Grasses, Fall
Gardening, Monarchs, Farm Tour, Livestock Diseases, 1890
Scholarships....

In the next few days, you can learn to open and s 2026

inspect beehives in OSU Extension's latest Hive

Check workshop (Oklahoma City; Aug. 29), see how 29 mive Cheek

to plant native grasses in your yard (Oklahoma Olabors County SU Extension Centr 2500 NE G5 ., Okl iy, 0K, Ued

City, Aug. 29), and get the lowdown on fall BT s i o g v s s, i
. . Dasic bee behavior with guided instruction.
gardening (Stillwater, Aug. 29).

saT August 29 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Native Grasses for Your Yard

A bit farther out on the calendar, catch the Southern
OLAC Workshop and Farm Tour (Tishomingo,
Aug. 31 - Sept. 2), and go online for the latest on
livestock diseases from OSU's Beef Cattle Extension ..
Team (Sept 3) 29 Fall Gardening Workshop

0SU Botanic Garden, Horticulture Education Center 3300 W. 6th Street, Stillwater, OK,

Commonwealth Urban Farms 1016 NW 32nd, Oklahoma City, OK, United States

Join this workshop to learn the methods for, and benefits of, planting native prairie grasses in your
yard.

United States

nty Master

4 3 s g Workshop designed to help
gardeners make the most of the autumn gr¢

The monarchs are starting to head back through on
their way south for the winter. If you're in the Tulsa
area, join the OK Monarch Action Plan kickoff RO kot Celebration.

celebration (Aug. 30), and check out the Monarchs Tleg
on the Mountain festival (Sept. 19). Heirloom Rustic Ales 2113 E Admiral Blvd., Tulsa, OK, United States

Join the Oklahoma Monarch Society for a celebration of the kickoff of Oklahoma's new Monarch

Conservation Action Plan in Tulsa!
The application deadline for 1890 Scholarships is
Sept. 10. ;x; August 31 - September 2

2026 Southern OLAC Workshop & Farm Tour

Murray State College 1 Murray Campus St,, Tishomingo, OK, United States

Our last Kerr Center tour of the year is coming up i e
September 8 - don't miss it!

September 2026
There are many more sustainable agriculture S —
educational activities going on, and we're adding ’
more to the calendar all the time. Get the latest on
our online events calendar. S ettt et s, it el o

‘Thursday Lunchtime Series.

Rancher's Thursday Lunchtime Series: Emerging
Livestock Diseases and Pests (webinar)

Don't forget that you can also use our online T Smeeiesmmsoom
calendar to keep yourself and your friends up to Kerr Center Tour
date on these and other upcoming events, including
our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your .. <
Personal calendar as they are made_ Schol'arsl.lipsforSFudents at 1890 Institutions

. (application deadline)
- Share events on the calendar via a number of
different social media sites, including Facebook, ions g 850 i)

Twitter, and Pinterest. .
19

Kerr Center Poteau, OK, United States

Guided tours of the Kerr Center are available one day each month, on the second Tuesday, April
through September, for $10 per person.

Monarchs on the Mountain

Chandler Park 6500 West

Street, Tulsa, OK, United States

The Monarchs on The Mountain festival takes place each fall during the annual migration season
of monarch butterflies.
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Support the Kerr Center

: Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in
Your donation helps Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help
supportthe Kerr Center! | us continue this vital work! If you enjoy reading this newsletter or
- visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr
Center today!
Join Friends of the Kerr Center
Quick Links... Contact Information
Kerr Center website The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
, 24456 Kerr Road
| Find us on Facebook i} | Poteau, g11"< 781353

Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com

Subacribe to our

NEWSLETTER
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Delivered to your inbox
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