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Fall is fnally here, and with it we're getting a taste of milder
temperatures - and hoping for some rainfall to go along with
them.

In this issue, we're looking ahead to next month's free Virtual
Firefy Symposium: sign up to learn more about why these
beloved nighttime fyers have been disappearing, and how to
help bring them back.

A new program is offering fnancial and technical assistance
for Oklahoma tribal beef producers who adopt prescribed
grazing - but it only lasts through December.

After wrapping up his Year One Garden series, horticulturist
Tom Zink plunges straight into a new one: "Intro to Market
Farming."  In the frst installment, it's location, location,
location, as he discusses points to consider in site selection.

Don't forget to scan the latest crop spotlight, on okra.

As always, we like to keep the spotlight on your donations to the Kerr Center.  We 
appreciate them!
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Blink and You Miss It: Virtual Firefy Symposium

Did you ever wonder what became of all the frefies?  Find out - along with what you can do 
to help save those that are left - in the free three-day Virtual Firefy Symposium, October 27-
29.

The symposium runs from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM each of the three days.  Each day will feature
fve to six different webinar presentations, on topics ranging from frefy biology, 
community science, and conservation and management, to frefy tourism, and educational 
programming.

In addition to the daily webinar sessions, there will also be time built in for discussion and 
networking, with a "Firefyer Meet & Greet" Zoom meeting on the frst day, and a "Firefy 
Chats" one, with breakout rooms, on the fnal day.

This virtual symposium is meant for anyone interested in frefies and their conservation in 
the U.S. and Canada.  That includes conservation practitioners, agency biologists, 
environmental educators, community scientists, academic researchers, and frefy enthusiasts.

Can't make it to every session?  All symposium webinars will be recorded and posted on the
Xerces Society YouTube channel.

For more information or to register, visit the symposium webpage, or email Richard Joyce.
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Grazing and Market Support for Tribal Beef Producers

If you're an Oklahoma tribal member making at
least half your on-farm income by raising beef
cattle, there's a new deal for you - but it only runs
through the end of this year.

The Intertribal Agriculture Council (IAC) and the
Farm Journal Foundation are offering fnancial and
technical support with both grazing management
and marketing for Oklahoma tribal beef
producers.

Total payments through the program can add up to
$45,000 per producer, with up to $10,000 for
completing a grazing management plan, and a $100 per acre rate on prescribed grazing 
practices.

On the business and marketing side, the program will pay registration fees for conferences, 
workshops, webinars, and other trainings; costs of participation in marketing and brand 
development programs, including enrollment, certifcation, and labeling; and various costs 
associated with the sale of livestock, including commission, brand, and weighing/yardage 
fees, and even trucking.

In addition to the direct payments, the program also provides conservation planning 
support, and a variety of forms of technical assistance to help with the adoption of the 
grazing management plan.

The program has already started, and runs through December 31 of this year, but enrollments
are accepted on a rolling basis. For more information, or to enroll, visit the program webpage,
or contact Jeff Caskey by email or phone (580-371-7869).
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Intro to Market Farming: Site Selection
by Tom Zink, Horticulturalist

Taking the leap into market farming can be both
exciting and daunting.  Aside from the big dreams,
one must realize that some serious questions must
be asked and answered to ensure success.

In this series, "Intro to Market Farming," subjects
will include how to set up a farm, equipment
demands, crop planning/rotations, small farming
techniques, and how to build and market a brand.

Future farm site selection is the most important
decision to make in regard to starting a farm.  A
good site is more than just a piece of land.  Fertility
can always be built up, slopes can be managed, and even water availability can be improved 
to some degree.

One thing that cannot be negotiated is farm proximity to customers and potential sales 
outlets.  Having a larger population center nearby equates with opportunities for sales and a 
bigger demand overall.  Business location is the key to success.

Optimum growing conditions in a fresh spot, in most cases, will be low.  The good news is 
that fertility can be improved.  Soil testing in multiple areas on the piece of land before 
building plots is highly recommended.  Testing will identify what nutrients are present, 
where pH levels are, and what kind of supplements may be needed.

The addition of organic matter and compost, planting of cover crops, or a combination can 
boost soil life signifcantly.  On a small farm, it’s more cost-effective to identify your 
growing area and focus on improving just the plot spaces instead of the entire piece of land. 
Be aware of fertilization methods and the long-term effect they will have on the land and 
growing space.

Growing on sloped land can be both an advantage and disadvantage based on how the farm
is arranged.  A raised bed system (to be covered more in future articles), built with the slope, 
can channel water into walkways and out of the plot.  Building beds against the slope will 
result in washout issues.

An aggressive slope should be tamed with heavy machinery.  Slope also limits equipment 
choices and abilities.  Slopes can also play a factor in the sun exposure and wind pressure the 
garden might experience.

What about water?
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Crop Spotlight: Okra
by Tom Zink, Horticulturalist

Overview:
Okra is a warm-weather crop originating from
Africa.  Drought-tolerant and productive, it’s a
nutrient-dense food packed with fber,
antioxidants, and essential vitamins, good for sugar
regulation, with the ability to lower LDL
cholesterol.

How to grow:
For intensive plantings, use two rows on 30” beds
at 10” between-row spacing.  For traditional rows,
do 12” in-row spacing with 3’ between rows.  Okra
is known as a heavy feeder, so prepping the
planting space with compost and fertilizer is
recommended.  Okra prefers a soil pH of 6.0-7.0
and soil temperatures at 60º F or higher.  It can be
direct seeded, or transplanted after frost danger has
passed.  To ensure a continuous harvest of okra
pods, weekly harvest is recommended.

Seasons to be grown:
Okra is typically planted in late spring through the
summer.  It does well in high heat, but struggles in
colder temperatures.  Succession planting isn’t
needed for okra, but can be done every three weeks
in the summer.

Common pest pressure:
Typically, okra suffers from sap-sucking pests like aphids, whitefies, leaf hoppers, stink 
bugs, and Japanese beetles.  Clearing out weeds and crop debris, as well as spraying neem oil,
can help manage pest numbers.  Benefcial insects can also be used to control pests.

Common disease pressure:
Okra is susceptible to a number of diseases, with powdery mildew being both the most 
common and easiest to take care of, with citric acid-based fungicides or copper.  Okra yellow 
vein mosaic virus, which causes yellow veining on the leaf, is caused by whitefies.   
Cercospora leaf spot, causing brown spots typically on the lower half of the plant, is brought 
about by a fungus and triggered by warm, humid conditions.  Fusarium wilt, causing whole-
plant wilting, is caused by a soil-borne fungus attacking roots, especially prevalent in wet, 
warm soils.  Root knot nematodes, which cause stunting and low pod production, can be 
mitigated by proper crop rotation.

Check out our free report on our on-site trials of heirloom okra varieties!
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Early Fall Events: BioBlitz, Native Plants, Butterfy Bingo, 
Grazing Essentials, Outdoor Farrowing, Chestnut Festival....

Bone up on your nature
knowledge in the latest 
Oklahoma BioBlitz (Oct. 2-4;
Broken Bow).

If you're in Tulsa come October
3, you can celebrate (and buy)
native plants at the Oklahoma
Native Plant Network's Native
Plant Festival.  Or, head to
Oklahoma City the same day,
to go butterfy-hunting with
bingo card in hand.

The latest round of the Noble
Research Institute's Grazing
Essentials course is happening
in Ardmore, Oct. 6-8.  Or, if
your passion runs more to
pastured pigs, go online Oct. 6
for the lowdown on farrowing
outdoors.

Wrap up the frst third of
October with a vacation over
the state line to the Missouri
Chestnut Festival (Oct. 10;
New Franklin, MO). Then,
have a look at our online 
events calendar for all the
sustainable agriculture
activities coming up the rest of
the month that we didn't have
space to list in the newsletter!

Don't forget that you can also
use our online calendar to 
keep yourself and your
friends up to date on these and
other upcoming events,
including our tours:
- Subscribe to our feed and receive updates to your personal calendar as they are made.
- Share events on the calendar via a number of different social media sites, including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.
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Support the Kerr Center
Since 1965 the Kerr Center has been reaching out to folks in 
Oklahoma and beyond. Today, the Friends of the Kerr Center help 
us continue this vital work!  If you enjoy reading this newsletter or 
visiting our website, please consider making a gift to the Kerr 
Center today!  

Quick Links...

Kerr Center website

Contact Information

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
24456 Kerr Road
Poteau, OK 74953
Phone: 918.647.9123
Fax: 918.647.8712
mailbox@kerrcenter.com 
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